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191st  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OFFICERS 


1956 


Town  of  Ashfield,  Massachusetts 


TOWN  OFFICERS 


Moderator 

DONALD  F.  HOWES 

Clerk  and  Treasurer 

WALTER  A.  WHITNEY 

Selectmen,  Assessors,  Board  of  Health 
and  Public  Welfare 

DONALD  W.  LILLY 
CLIFTON  W.  SCOTT 
HOWARD  C.  BARNES 

School  Committee 

RALPH  E.  TOWNSLEY 
DOROTHY  D.  CRAFT 
LEONARD  D.  AUSTIN 

Library  Trustees 

DONALD  F.  HOWES 
MARY  PRISCILLA  HOWES 
WALTER  A.  WHITNEY,  JR. 
MAY  G.  BOICE 
ELMER  F.  LESURE 

Finance  Committee 

DONALD  W.  LILLY 
CLIFTON  W.  SCOTT 
HOWARD  C.  BARNES 

Park  Commission 

LESLIE  H.  GUILFORD 
ARCHIBAULD  W.  AITKEN 
GEORGANNA  M.  GORMAN 

Tax  Collector 

GEORGE  L.  MOWRY 

Constables 

RAYMOND  H.  RENIFF 

HOWARD  A.  CRANSON 

Auditor 

GILBERT  N.  GARDNER 
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Term  Expires  1959 
Term  Expires  1957 
Term  Expires  1958 


Term  Expires  1958 
Term  Expires  1957 
Term  Expires  1959 


Term  Expires  1960 
Term  Expires  1961 
Term  Expires  1957 
Term  Expires  1958 
Term  Expires  1959 


Term  Expires  1957 
Term  Expires  1957 
Term  Expires  1957 


Term  Expires  1958 
Term  Expires  1959 
Term  Expires  1957 


Term  Expires  1958 


CARL  J.  DICE 


Surveyors 


Of  Wood 

GILBERT  N.  GARDNER 
CLARENCE  S.  HALL 
LEON  A.  ALVORD 


Of  Lumber 


HERMON  A  HATHAWAY 
ALBERT  R.  KENDRICK 
DAVID  C.  CARTER 


Fence  Viewers 


CHARLES  C.  GRAY 


PHILIP  R.  DAMON 


Field  Drivers 


MALCOLM  S.  CLARK 


LEON  C.  SEARS 


Dog  Officer 

LEONARD  M.  UFFORD 


Tree  Warden 

GUY  R.  TANNER 


Moth  Superintendent 

GUY  R.  TANNER 


Superintendent  of  Schools 

C.  WARREN  GARDNER 

Fire  Chief  and  Forest  Fire  Warden 

HOWARD  A.  CRANSON 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 

LEONARD  M.  UFFORD 

Inspector  of  Meats 

ERNEST  S.  NELSON 

Inspector  of  Animals 

WILLIAM  R.  FITZGERALD 

Pound  Keepers 

MALCOLM  S.  CLARK 

Highway  Superintendent 

A.  LINWOOD  WILLIAMS 
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Town  Warrant 


THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
Franklin,  ss: 

to  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Ashfield,  in  the 
County  of  Franklin,  Greeting : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
you  are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants 
of  said  Town,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  in  Town 
affairs,  to  meet  in  the  Town  Hall,  in  said  Ashfield,  on  Mon- 
day, the  fourth  day  of  March  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon,  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles: 

ART.  1.  To  choose  a  Moderator,  Clerk,  Treasurer, 
one  Selectman,  Assessor  and  Member  of  the  Board  of  Pub- 
lic Welfare  for  three  years,  one  Member  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee for  three  years.  Auditor,  three  Constables,  Tree 
Warden,  one  Library  Trustee  for  five  years,  one  Park 
Commissioner  for  three  years  and  One  Park  Commissioner 
for  one  year,  all  on  one  ballot  and  to  choose  all  necessary 
Town  Officers.    Polls  may  be  closed  at  three  o'clock. 

ART.  2    To  act  on  the  reports  of  the  Town  Officers. 

ART.  3.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap- 
propriate a  sum  of  money  for  the  use  of  the  Tree  Warden 
or  act  relative  thereto. 

ART.  4.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap- 
propriate a  sum  of  money  for  the  Board  of  Health. 

ART.  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the 
amount  of  money  apportioned  by  the  State  Department  of 
Public  Works  for  Highway  purposes  under  the  provisions 
of  Chapter  718  of  the  Acts  of  1956. 

ART.  6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap- 
propriate the  sum  of  $1,500,  under  Chapter  90.  Said  mone\- 
to  be  used,  on  the  Williamsburg  Road,  in  conjunction  with 
any  money  which  may  be  allotted  by  the  State  or  County, 
or  both,  for  this  purpose,  or  act  relative  thereto. 
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ART.  7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate,  or  transfer  from  available  funds  in  the  treas- 
ury, a  sum  of  money  for  the  permanent  construction  of 
Williamsburg  Road,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

ART.  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap- 
propriate the  sum  of  $1,000  under  Chapter  90.  Said  money 
to  be  used,  on  the  Watson  Road  and  Pleasant  Street,  in 
conjunction  with  any  money  which  may  be  allotted  by  the 
State  or  County,  or  both,  for  this  purpose,  or  act  relative 
thereto. 

ART.  9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  $1,500  under  Chapter  90  Main- 
tenance. Said  money  to  be  used  in  conjunction  with  any 
money  which  may  be  allotted  by  the  State  or  County,  or 
both,  for  this  purpose,  or  act  relative  thereto. 

ART.  10.  To  see  if  the  Tovm  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessary  to 
defray  Town  charges  for  the  following  departments  for 
the  ensuing  year.  The  following  sums  are  recommended  by 
the  Finance  Committee: — 


Chapter  81  $  3,200.00 

Winter  Roads   

Town  Dump    100. 

Incidentals    350. 

Fires  and  Equipment   1,500. 

Town  Hall    1,300. 

Workmen's  Compensation    1,125.72 

Bonds   100. 

Office  Expense    550. 

Bridges  and  Railings    500. 

Printing  Town  Reports  and  Ballots   500. 

Care  of  Soldiers'  Graves    175. 

Inspection  of  Animals    150. 

Inspection  of  Meats    50. 

Elections    75. 

Registrars   100. 

Town  Officers  _   4,100. 

Insurance  on  Town  Buildings    565. 

Street  Lights    1,128. 

Administration  of  Welfare   315. 

General  Relief   600. 

Old  Age  Assistance   12,000. 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children    1,500. 
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Disability  Assistance    2,000. 

Soldiers  Relief    2,500. 

Western  Franklin  Veterans  Service 

Center,  Maintenance    565. 

Franklin  County  Retirement  System, 

Maintenance    934.05 

ART.  11.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appoint  the 
Selectmen  as  the  Finance  Committee. 

ART.  12.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize 
the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  bor- 
row money  from  time  to  time  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue 
of  the  financial  year  beginning  January  1,  1957  and  to 
issue  a  note  or  notes,  payable  within  one  year,  and  to  re- 
new any  note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a  period  of 
less  than  one  year  in  accordance  with  Sec.  17,  Chapter  44 
of  the  General  Laws. 

ART.  13.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  Memorial  Day,  or  act  re- 
lative thereto. 

ART.  14.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize 
the  Selectmen  to  contract  with  the  Ashfield  Water  Com- 
pany for  the  use  of  hydrants  for  fire  protection  and  raise 
and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $250.  for  that  purpose. 

ART.  15.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  suppression  of  Gypsy 
and  Browntail  Moths,  or  act  relative  thereto. 

ART.  16.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  hire  a  Life  Guard,  ac- 
credited by  the  Red  Cross,  for  the  Town  Beach. 

ART.  17.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  use  of  the  Park  Com- 
missioners. 

ART.  18.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  hire  a  Swimming  Instruc- 
tor for  the  Town  Beach,  or  act  relative  thereto. 

ART.  19.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer 
the  balance  of  the  1956  Machinery  Earnings  ($5,795.63) 
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and  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  1956  Machinery  Ex- 
pense Account  ($1,561.99)  to  the  1957  Machinery  Expense 
Account,  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing,  repair- 
ing and  operating  road  machinery,  or  act  relative  thereto, 

ART.  20.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate 
$2,000.  from  Overlay  Surplus  for  a  Reserve  Fund,  or  act 
relative  thereto. 

ART.  21.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the 
List  of  Jurors  as  prepared  by  the  Selectmen. 

ART.  22.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the 
balance  of  the  1956  Ambulance  Earnings  and  Gifts  ($947.), 
the  unexpended  balance  of  the  1956  Ambulance  Mainten- 
ance Fund  and  the  $250.  received  from  Sale  of  Ambulance 
to  the  1957  Ambulance  Maintenance  Fund,  to  be  used  to 
maintain,  equip  and  eventually  replace  the  Town  Ambu- 
lance, or  act  relative  thereto. 

ART.  23.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate 
from  Surplus  Revenue  the  sum  of  $14,000.  for  the  purpose 
of  financing  State  and  County  Grants  for  Chapter  81, 
Chapter  90  and  Chapter  90  Maintenance  highway  work,  re- 
imbursement, when  received,  to  be  returned  to  Surplus 
Revenue,  or  act  relative  thereto. 

ART.  24.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  give  one  week  paid  vaca- 
tion to  all  regular,  full  time  Town  Highway  Employees, 
or  act  relative  thereto. 

ART.  25.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  provide  for  the  Town's 
share  of  the  expense  of  the  Ashfield-Sunderland-Whately 
Public  Nurse  District,  or  act  relative  thereto. 

ART.  26.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  have  a  new 
street  light  installed  on  Norton  Hill  and  raise  and  appro- 
priate the  sum  of  $20.  to  pay  the  expense  of  the  current 
year,  or  act  relative  thereto. 

ART.  27.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  $69,750.  for  the  support  of  Public 
and  Vocational  Schools. 
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ART.  28.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  used  to  purchase  and 
install  a  septic  tank  at  the  Ashfield  Consolidated  School, 
or  act  relative  thereto. 

ART.  29.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  Civilian  Defense,  or  act 
relative  thereto. 

ART.  30.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appro- 
priate the  sum  of  $500.  from  Free  Cash  to  buy  the  Bronson 
Avenue  Lot  of  Georganna  M.  Gorman. 

ART.  31.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  used  to  install  an  over- 
head door  on  the  new  addition  to  the  Town  Barn,  or  act 
relative  thereto. 

DONALD  W.  LILLY, 

CLIFTON  W.  SCOTT, 

HOWARD  C.  BARNES, 

Selectmen  of  Ashfield. 

NOTE: — This  Warrant  appears  as  a  matter  of  information;  the  Official 
Warrant  may  contain  changes  and /or  additions. 
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TOWN  TREASURER'S  REPORT 


RECEIPTS 

Balance  on  hand  January  1,  1956 
George  L.  Mowry,  Tax  Collector: 


$  40,118.00 


1954  Tax 

$  77.90 

Interest  and  Costs 

5.42 

1955  Tax 

5,993.22 

Interest  and  Costs 

149.44 

1956  Tax 

79,549.56 

Interest  and  Costs 

31.99 

1955  Excise  Tax 

611.50 

Interest  and  Costs 

15.02 

1956  Excise  Tax 

10,413.01 

Interest  and  Costs 

13.53 

Tax  Certificate 

2.00 

$  96,862.59 


Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth 
Disability  Assistance, 

U.  S.  Grant 
Aid  to  Dependent  Children, 

U.  S.  Grant 
Old  Age  Assistance,  U.  S.  Grant 
George  Barden  Fund,  U.  S.  Grant 
Disability  Assistance 
Old  Age  Assistance 
Meals  Tax,  0.  A.  A. 
Soldiers  Relief 
Temporary  Aid 
Tuition  of  State  Wards 
School  Transportation 
School  Superintendent's  Salary 
Vocational  Education 
School  Aid,  Chapter  70  &  71 
Income  Tax 

Corporation  Tax,  Business 
Reimbursement,  Loss  of  Taxes 


$  683.00 


262.00 
6,483.46 
100.00 
1,352.17 
7,682.07 
389.98 
765.68 
836.35 
954.42 
5,710.00 
1,456.97 
2,310.21 
14,111.89 
3,765.88 
6,118.39 
76.20 


^0 


Inspection  of  Animals  75.00 

Chapter  81,  (1955)  17,935.16 
Chapter  90,  Watson-Pleasant 

Street  (1955)  2,000.00 
Chapter  90,  Williamsburg  (1955)  1,419.45 

Chapter  90  Maintenance  (1955)  1,500.00 
Chapter  90,  Pleasant  Street 

Culvert  2,000.00 

Chapter  81,  (1956)  12,002.37 

Highway  Flood  Damage  12,075.40 


-$102,066.05 


Treasurer  of  Franklin  County: 

Dog  Tax  Refund  $  319.29 

Expense  of  Dog  Officer  30.00 
Wildcat  Bounty  30.00 
Chapter  90,  Watson-Pleasant 

^Street  (1955)  1,000.00 
Chapter  90,  Williamsburg  (1955)  709.72 
Chapter  90,  Maintenance  (1955)  1,500.00 
Chapter  90,  Pleasant  Street  Culvert  500.00 

 $  4,089.01 


U.  S.  Army  Engineers, 

Flood  Damage  i 

f  8,901.08 

Town  of  Huntington : 

Old  Age  Assistance 

494.50 

City  of  Northampton : 

Old  Age  Assistance 

24.66 

Town  of  Buckland : 

Tuition  and  Transportation 

368.25 

Town  of  Plainfield : 

Tuition 

325.00 

Supt.  Office  Expense 

21.06 

Use  of  Town  Machinery 

72.80 

Town  of  Cummington : 

Supt.  Office  Expense 

21.06 

Town  of  Goshen : 

Supt.  Office  Expense 

21.06 

Edward  F.  Herzig: 

Tuition  and  Transportation 

150.45 

Mrs.  Kooert  Wiiiiams: 

Tuition 

A  A  in 
44.  <  U 

Armand  A.  Guarino : 

School  Activities  Fund 

4oi.Ui 

Harold  K.  Howes,  Janitor : 

Kent  01  xiaii 

bZo.UU 

Licenses  and  Permits 

Town  Clerk,  Dog  Licenses 

4UU.oU 

Machinery  Earnings 

lU,OOO.oo 

±1.  waiao  uorDett,  Use  oi  oteamer 

io. UU 

ouuuroan  H/XcavaLors,  inc., 

Use  of  Machinery 

1  C  AA 

'jravei 

oy.oD 

Ambulance  Earnings 

/  .UU 

Gifts  to  Ambulance  Fund 

QQA  AA 

yoU. UU 

Cummington  Grange,  Sale  of 

Ambulance 

f>AA  AA 

Cummington  Fire  Association, 

Sale  of  Ambulance 

KA  AA 
OU. UU 

Collections  of  Public  Health  Nurse 

OK  AA 

yo.uu 

Fees  of  Sealer  of  Weights  &  Measures 

QT  TA 

o  /.  /U 

Reniff's  Garage,  Snow  Removal 

o.  /  D 

Asnneid  ijroii  l^iud,  lar  Fatcn 

QQ  AA 

oy.uu 

bale  01  uiu  vjrraaer 

r  A  AA 
OU.UU 

oaie  01  uiQ  onow  x  lows 

QA  AA 
oU.UU 

Sale  of  Scrap 

FC  AA 
O.UU 

Income  of  Charity  Funds 

AGO  Q1 

Income  of  Whiting  Street  Fund 

/?A  R(\ 

bU.bU 

Income  of  M.  M.  Belding,  Jr.  Fund : 

For  Library 

oy.zb 

For  Park 

oy.zb 

income  oi  rreueiicK  ix.  i^ross 

Library  Fund 

125.78 

Income  of  Perpetual  Care  Funds 

84.17 

Cancelled  Soldiers  Relief  Check 

17.66 

Cancelled  Old  Age  Assistance  Checks 

114.00 

Old  Age  Assistance  Refund 

25.00 

Old  Age  Assistance  Recovery 

513.58 

Withholding  Tax 

8,601.30 
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Retirement  Deductions  981,88 

Blue  Cross  Deductions  947.30 
Frederick  A.  Cross  General  Purpose 

Fund  597.63 
Shelburne  Falls  National  Bank, 

Grader  Loan  5,000.00 


-$285,306.64 


DISBURSEMEISSTS 

Selectmen's  Orders  $173,250.29 

School  Committee's  Orders*  65,360.00 

Cash  Balance  46,696.35 


$285,306.64 


^Includes   George  Barden  Fund      $  335.62 
School  Activities  309.41 


$  645.03 
ASSETS  OF  THE  TOWN 


Cash  Balance 

$  46,696.35 

Uncollected  1955  Tax 

239.36 

Uncollected  1956  Tax 

8,296.45 

Uncollected  1955  Excise  Tax 

50.08 

Uncollected  1956  Excise  Tax 

1,558.26 

Due  from  the  County : 

Chapter  90  Williamsburg 

(1955) 

790.28 

Chapter  90  Williamsburg 

(1956) 

1,500.00 

Chapter  90  Watson 

1,000.00 

Chapter  90  Maintenance 

1,280.37 

Due  from  the  Commonwealth : 

Chapter  90  Williamsburg 

(1955) 

1,582.55 

Chapter  90  Williamsburg 

(1956) 

3,000.00 

Chapter  90  Watson 

2,000.00 

Chapter  90  Maintenance 

1,280.37 

Chapter  81 

9,722  63 

Highway  Flood  Damage 

72.00 

$  79,068.70 
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LIABILITIES  OF  THE  TOWN 

Shelbiirne  Falls  National  Bank: 

School  Addition  Loan  $  26,000.00 

Grader  Loan  5,000.00 


$  31,000.00 

TOWN  FUNDS,  DECEMBER  31,  1956 


Susan  H.  Howes  $  497.58 

xWatson  School  Fund  1,438.98 

Whiting  Street  Fund  2,409.86 

Henry  Taylor  Fund  3,325.04 

*Major  W.  King  Fund  4,163.36 

Salmon  Miller  Fund  3,322.61 

*Eliza  Miller  Fund  9,35L28 

oFrederick  A.  Cross  General  Purpose  Fund  40,031.18 


X  This  fund  holds  $1,000.  (face  value)  in  U  S.  Savings  Bonds. 

*  These  funds  each  hold  $2,000.  (face  value)  in  U.  S.  Savings  Bonds. 

o  This  fund  holds  $18,000.  (face  value)  in  U.  S.  Savings  Bonds. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


WALTER  A.  WHITNEY, 

Town  Treasurer, 
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TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
BIRTHS 

1956  Name  Parents 

January 

17 —  ^Arnold  Dean  Fuller         Edward  L.  and  Eleanor  (Lanoue)  Fuller 

18 —  Corinne  Joyce  Loomis         Russell  V.  and  Kathryn  (Sulley)  Loomis 

24—  Paula  Jo  Day  Charles  W.  and  Rita  (Stroud)  Day 

27 —  Shirley  Althea  Whitehouse 

William  C.  and  Avis  (Corse)  Whitehouse 
31 — Mark  Anthony  de  Olmos  Lino  and  Janet  (Miller)  Olmos 

April 

2 — Robert  Cranmore,  Jr.  Robert  and  Gladys  (Fiske)  Cranmore 

5 — Shelley  Virginia  Guarino   Armand  A.  and  Alice  (Streeter)  Guarino 

May 

5 — Dennis  Robert  Ouimette      Donald  F.  and  Anne  (Powers)  Ouimette 

28 —  Norene  Lisabeth  Reeves        William  G.  and  Grace  (Henry)  Reeves 

June 

23 — Lynette  Carole  Gardner         Richard  and  Carole  (Burton)  Gardner 

27 —  Lawrence  Edward  Barbeau     John  H.  and  Doris  (Gingras)  Barbeau 

August 

25 —  Paul  David  Dickinson  Ralph  R.  and  Phyllis  (Corbett)  Dickinson 
September 

17 —  Debra  Jo  Burnett  Donald  E.  and  Josephine  (Anderson)  Burnett 
2A — Raymond  Maurice  Gray         William  F.  and  Marian  (Coyne)  Gray 

26 —  Laurie  Jean  Miller  Bernard  J.  and  Rita  (Lupien)  Miller 
30 — Raymond  Howard  Broadwell 

David  G.  and  Margaret  (Findley)  Broadwell 

October 

9 — Charles  Valliere  Joseph  H.  and  Helen  (Kelleher)  Valliere 

18 —  ^Jeffrey  Norman  Ward  Raymond  E.  and  Jane  (Fiske)  Ward,  Jr. 
20 — Timothy  Newton  Pease  Harry  R.  and  Frances  (Allen)  Pease 

November 

28 —  Colleen  Marie  Smith  Gilbert  M.  and  Betty  (Lanoue)  Smith 
December 

4 — Susan  Jane  Landers  Edward  T.  and  Shirley  (Tobias)  Landers 

22— Seth  Charles  Hall  Richard  S.  and  Mary  (Curtis)  Hall 

(Errors  or  omissions  should  be  reported  to  the  Town  Clerk) 
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MARRIAGES 


1956 

Jan.    3 — Edward  T.  Landers 
Ashfield,  Mass. 


Shirley  R.  Tobias 
Ashfield,  Mass. 


Feb.  13 — Donat  J.  Auge 
Buckland,  Mass. 


Mattie  H.  Wiley 
Buckland,  Mass. 


Mar,  10 — Russell  C.  Richardson 
Goshen,  Mass. 


Frances  E.  Cole 
Ashfield,  Mass. 


Mar.  10— William  F.  Perry 
Ashfield,  Mass. 


Lena  A.  Tromble> 
Ashfield,  Mass. 


May  12 — Paul  Francis  Rutledge 
Wellesley,  Mass. 


Jeanne  Ann  Foster 
Ashfield,  Mass. 


May  12— Ronald  A.  Hallgren 
Stamford,  Conn. 


Edith  H.  Lilly 
Ashfield,  Mass. 


June  15 — Leon  Albert  Reynolds 
Charlemont,  Mass. 


Marion  Grace  Mathewson 
Ashfield,  Mass. 


June  16 — Charles  Henry  Dane 
Ashfield,  Mass. 


Janet  Holt 
Amherst,  Mass. 


June  23 — Leonard  Peter  Galisa 
South  Deerfield,  Mass. 


Aldine  Thayer  Sandberg 
Ashfield,  Mass. 


June  24 — Gilbert  H.  Howes 
Ashfield.  Mass. 


Alice  L.  (Dresser)  Wildj 
Goshen,  Mass. 


June  30 — Donald  Robert  Fournier 
Northampton,  Mass. 


Elizabeth  Ann  Carter 
Ashfield,  Mass. 


July  12 — Henry  Fickling 
Hawle3^  A^ass. 


Plushia  Mae  Adams 
Hawley,  Mass. 


Sept.  15 — Percy  Franklin  Powell,  Jr. 
Salem,  N.  H. 


Madeline  Adele  Demers 
Concord,  Mass. 


Oct.  13— Robert  Emmet  Hall 
Ashfield,  Mass. 


Dorothy  Margaret  Kaye 
New  York,  N.  Y. 


Oct.  20— CHfton  E.  Pease 
Ashfield.  Mass. 


Helen  (Gloyd)  Ward 
Ashfield,  Mass. 
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Dec.  28 — Arthur  Linwood  Williams,  Jr.  Marilyn  Joyce  Phillips. 

Ashfield,  Mass.  Ashfield,  Mass. 

Dec.  31 — Ronald  Lewis  Van  Valkenburg  Judith  Ann  Howes 

Ashfield,  Mass  Cummington,  Mass. 

DEATHS 


1956  Name 
Jan.    6— Adelbert  L.  Wait 

Yrs. 
86 

Mos. 
0 

Days 
16 

Jan.  22— Lillian  E.  (Morton)  Field 

82 

9 

0 

Mar.  21 — Esther  (Fuller)  Howes 

72 

4 

14 

Mar.  29— Alberta  (Alger)  Prentiss 

49 

11 

0 

Mar.  30 — Clara  Agnes  (Dunham)  Gloyd 

76 

8 

6 

Apr.  11 —Charles  H.  Dohrman 

77 

8 

1 

Apr.  17 — Jacob  Diemand 

82 





Apr.  19— Ruby   (Whitehouse)  Curtis 

65 

9 

17 

May    2— Minnie  (Rust)  Button 

75 

4 

22 

June  8 — Charles  Franklin  Harvey 

64 

5 

5 

June  13 — Morris  M.  Leonard 

67 

-   



June  15 — Howard  Champlin 

72 

11 

23 

June  22 — Frances  (Brady)  Hillman 

63 

7 

13 

June  29^ — Frank  Webber 

84 

July  8 — Hattie  A.  Severance 

87 

July  14 — Vincent  Henry  Brooks 

24 

5 

20 

July  18— Bernice  Otis 

69 

1 

10 

Aug.    2 — Emma  (Granger)  Thayer 

79 

6 

20 

Aug  24— Albert  F.  Richmond 

87 

6 

28 

Aug.  27— Edna  Penneypacker  Stauffer 

72 

10 

15 

Oct.  24— Harrison  Fisk 

77 

9 

14 

17 


Nov.  22— Jennie  M.  (Ward)  Lilly 
Dec.  11— Delia  (Guyette)  Bilger 


92 
79 


4  14 

3  24 


Balloting 

Registered  Voters  Ballots  Cast 
Town  Meeting,  March  5,  1956                   521  205 
Presidential  Primar)',  April  24,  1956            529  38 
State  Primary,  September  18,  1956              540  118 
State  Election,  November  6,  1956                575  530 


Dog  Licenses  Issued 

3  Kennel  @   $10.00  $  30.00 

102  Males  2.00  204.00 

20  Females  5.00  100.00 

51  Spayed  Females  2.00  102.00 


-$  436.00 


176 

Paid  Town  Treasurer  $  400.80 

Fees  retained  35.20 


436.00 


Fish  and  Game  Licenses  Issued 

17  Resident  Citizen  Sporting  and  Trapping  Free 

39  Resident  Citizen  Fishing  @   $  3.25  $126.75 

78  Resident  Citizen  Hunting  3.25  253.50 

101  Resident  Citizen  Sporting  5.25  530.25 

16  Resident  Citizen  Minor  Fishing  1.25  20.00 

24  Resident  Citizen  Female  Fishing  2.25  54.00 

4  Resident  Citizen  Trapping  7.75  31.00 

3  Special  Non-Resident  Fishing  (3  day)  2.75  8.25 

3  Non-Resident  Citizen  Fishing  7.75  23.25 

3  Non-Resident  Citizen  Hunting  15.25  45.75 

2  Duplicate  .50  1.00 

 $  1,093.75 


Paid  Division  of  Fisheries  and  Game  $  1,026.00 

Fees  retained  67.75 


1,093.75 


Respectfully  submitted, 

WALTER  A.  WHITNEY, 
Town  Clerk. 
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SELECTMEN'S  REPORT 


Winter  roads  were  a  major  problem  in  1956  as  in  the  year  previous. 
In  1955  extraordinary  expense  was  incurred  by  unusual  icing  conditions, 
whereas,  in  1956  the  major  problem  was  snow.  The  storms  of  March  and 
April,  for  example,  required  Sunday  work  as  well  as  week  days  for  seven 
successive  weeks  and  a  great  deal  of  night  work.  The  budget  for  winter 
roads  was  materially  exceeded  in  each!  year.  In  1955  the  excess  expense 
of  nearly  $3000  was  made  available  in  the  winter  road  account  by  trans- 
fer at  a  special  Town  Meeting  of  unexpended  funds  of  other  accounts 
which  had  been  raised  by  local  taxation  as  shown  in  the  1955  Town  Re- 
port, whereas,  in  1956  the  larger  part  —  $2,000  of  the  excess  —  was  trans- 
ferred from  the  Chapter  81  account,  which  is  primarily  for  summer  road 
maintenance  and  permanent  repair,  and  for  which  each  dollar  of  town 
money  is  matched  by  approximately  eight  dollars  from  the  State. 

The  law  allows  the  appropriation  of  a  portion  of  the  Chapter  81  fund 
for  winter  roads  each  year  but  the  deflated  value  of  the  dollar  causes  the 
total  sum  available  to  be  inadequate  for  the  summer  work.  However,  1955 
and  1956  were  unusual  in  another  way  in  that  considerable  sums  had  been 
allotted  by  the  Federal  and  State  Governments  for  the  repair  of  flood 
damage  caused  by  the  rains  of  October  1955.  This  work  extended  over 
from  the  fall  of  1955  into  the  spring  of  1956  and  made  available  a  total 
for  the  two  years  of  more  than  $20,000  for  graveling.  One  cannot  guage' 
the  replacement  of  gravel  in  the  exact  amount  that  had  been  washed 
away.  Hence  the  result  that  many  sections  of  our  dirt  roads  are  in  better 
condition  and  the  usual  impassable  conditions  prevailing  in  many  spots 
during  the  spring  thaws  should  be  missing  this  year.  Also  this  work  ac- 
complished a  part  of  the  work  that  would  otherwise  have  been  necessary 
by  the  use  of  Chapter  81  funds  and  allowed  some  extra  permanent  sur- 
facing to  be  done  as  well  as  the  use  of  a  part  of  that  fund  for  winter  roads 
as  noted  above. 

An  unsatisfactory  condition  has  existed  on  the  Williamsburg  Road 
this  winter  at  Chapel  Falls  where  the  new  road  has  been  graded  on  both 
sides  of  the  stream  but  it  is  necessary  to  detour  off  the  grade  to  cross  the 
old  bridge  and  then  back  onto  the  new  grade.  If  a  new  snow  has  fallen, 
it  is  difficult  then,  from  practically  a  standing  start  to  get  sufficient 
traction  to  climb  the  hill.  The  construction  and  surfacing  of  this  bridge 
will  cost  more  than  our  annual  $6,000  allotment  for  permanent  improve- 
ment of  this  road  which  is  the  reason  that  after  grading  to  the  bridge, 
the  remaining  funds  availalble  were  used  to  grade  beyond  instead  of  start- 
ing construction  of  the  bridge.  This  work,  incidentally,  is  done  under 
Chapter  90  of  the  General  Laws  for  which  each  dollar  of  town  appropri- 
ated money  is  matched  by  a  dollar  from  the  County  and  two  dollars  from 
the  State,  /mother  fund  was  made  available  in  1956  by  the  laws  of  Chap- 
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ter  718  constituted  for  the  permanent  improvement  of  Massachusetts 
highways,  from  which  the  allotment  for  our  town  is  about  $14,000.  This 
fund  need  not  be  spent  in  any  one  year  and  each  appropriation  therefrom 
requires  approval  by  the  State  Highway  Department  and  by  our  voters 
at  Town  Meeting.  In  order  that  the  bridge  may  be  completed  and  the 
highway  surfaced  from  its  present  termination  near  the  Culver  place  to 
the  summit  of  the  hill  beyond  the  bridge,  all  in  one  year,  permission  has 
been  requested  to  expend  $4,000  of  this  fund  and  a  further  request  that 
an  equal  sum  be  granted  by  the  State.  The  total  of  $8,000  together  with 
the  usual  appropriation  of  $6,000  for  this  road  provides  $14,000  which  is 
the  estimated  requirement  for  the  completion  of  this  section.  A  great  deal 
of  ledge  work  as  well  as  the  new  bridge  have  caused  this  to  be  an  ex- 
pensive project.  If  the  plan  is  accepted  only  $1,500  of  the  total  will  be 
required  to  be  raised  by  local  taxation.  Pending  receipt  of  a  decision  by 
the  State  Highway  Department,  an  article  appears  in  the  warrant  for 
the  voters  approval  at  Town  Meeting. 

In  line  with  increased  wages  generally,  we  have  granted  an  increase 
from  $1.25  to  $1.35  per  hour  for  our  town  help.  This  rate  applies  to  over- 
time as  well  as  to  regular  hours  of  work.  It  is  neither  the  highest  nor 
the  lowest  of  the  wages  paid  by  our  neighboring  towns.  The  men  have 
made  a  further  request  for  one  week  each  year  of  paid  vacation  time 
which  requires  approval  by  the  voters  and  an  article  to  this  effect  has 
been  included  in  the  Town  Meeting  warrant  for  your  consideration. 

Raw  sewage  in  Pond  Brook  has  been  the  source  of  many  complaints 
over  the  course  of  time  'by  adjoining  residents.  After  traversing  the 
course  of  the  stream  it  was  the  conclusion  of  your  Board  of  Health  that 
the  complaints  have  been  amply  justified.  Consequently  to  remove  a  com- 
mon nuisance  and  as  a  protection  to  public  health,  and  in  accordance 
with  authority  granted  by  Chapter  111  of  the  General  Laws  of  Massachu- 
setts, an  order  has  been  published  prohibiting  the  disposal  of  sewage  into 
Pond  Brook  between  a  point  in  the  brook  to  the  North  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  and  Ashfield  Lake.  Approximately  one  year  was  allowed 
for  compliance,  terminating  August  1,  1957. 

The  manner  of  use  of  our  town  dump  hy  a  few  of  its  users  continues 
to  be  a  source  of  annoyance  to  the  majority.  After  it  has  been  bulldozed, 
if  every  individual  would  take  pains  to  deposit  rubbish  over  the  bank,  the 
unsightly  condition  would  be  removed.  Unfortunately  after  a  few  have 
scattered  refuse  over  the  level  ground  it  becomes  impractical  for  the  best 
intentioned  to  do  otherwise  and  the  adverse  condition  pyramids  rapidly. 

Concerning  local  taxation,  those  of  our  residents  who  are  engaged 
principally  in  farming  will  benefit  this  year  and  henceforth  by  new  laws 
which  make  live  stock  subject  to  an  excise  tax  instead  of  local  assess- 
ment, and  in  addition  $1000  of  the  assessed  value  of  farm  machinery  is 
exempt  from  taxation.  The  law  establishes  the  valuations  for  live  stock 
which  are  higher  than  those  assessed  locally  but  the  tax  rate  is  only  $5.00 
per  thousand  as  compared,  for  example,  with  our  local  1956  rate  of  $58.00i. 
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Inasmuch  as  this  change  removes  about  ten  per  cent  of  our  assessable 
tax  base,  the  effect  will  be  to  increase  the  local  tax  rate.  This  increase 
will  offset  a  part  of  the  benefit  to  farmers  and  will,  of  course,  increase 
the  total  tax  of  others. 


Winter  Roads 


Appropriation 

Transferred  from  0.  A.  A. 
Transferred  from  Free  Cash 
Transferred  from  Reserve  Fund 


$  8,™.00 
2,000.00 
700.00 
393.63 


$  11,593.63 


Linwood  Williams 

Arthur  Williams 

Lawrence  Tatro 

Donald  Tatro 

Nelson  Graves 

Harvey  Richmond 

Raymond  Bennett 

Edward  Fuller 

Edward  Scott 

Norman  Nye 

Russell  Loomis 

Kenneth  Darling 

Malcolm  Clark 

Town  Owned  Equipment 

,C.  W.  Ward,  Inc. 

Wirthmore  Grain  &  Coal  Co. 

William  Whitehouse 

Department  of  Public  Works 


Chapter  81  Roads 


1,357.50 
835.25 
962.50 
591.25 
1,036.25 
133.75 
40.00 
7.50 
26.25 
41.25 
20.00 
15.00 
5.00 
3,631.00 
1,561.75 
1,083.25 
96.50 
149.88 


Appropriation 
State  Allotment 


$  11,593.63 

$  3,200.00 
21,725.00 


24,925.00 


A.  Linwood  Williams 
Arthur  Williams 
Lawrence  Tatro 
Donald  Tatro 
Nelson  Graves 
Harvey  Richmond 
Charles  Dane 
Leland  Godfrey 
Roger  Pease 


$1,278.00 
1,216.25 
1,386.25 
1,402.50 
1,373.75 
1,143.12 
72.50 
155.00 
390.00 
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Deane  Williams 

Theodore  Pease 

Clayton  Lanfair 

Douglas  Field 

Bill  Willard.  Grits 

Balding  Memorial  Park,  Gravel 

Allan  Kendrick,  Gravel 

Kenneth  Gilman,  Gravel 

A.  Linwood  Williams,  Gravel 

Raymond  Bennett 

Norman  Nye 

Howard  Cranson,  Signs 

W.  R.  Hillman 

Frank  Allertson,  Plainfield 

New  England  Metal  Culvert 

Warner  Brothers,  Inc. 

Town  of  Plainfield 

William  Whitehouse 

Theodore  Howes 

Donald  Wade 

Maurice  Thompson 

Koppers  Co. 

Wirthmore  Grain  &  Coal  Co. 
A.  Linwood  Williams,  Mach. 
C.  W.  Ward,  Inc. 
Town  Owned  Equipment 


Unexpended  Balance 


Chapter  90  Watson 

Appropriation 
County  Allotment 
State  Allotment 


Linwood  Williams 
Arthur  Williams 
Lawrence  Tatro 
Donald  Tatro 
Nelson  Graves 
Harvey  Richmond 
Deane  Williams 
Roger  Pease 
F'rank  Allertson 
Town  of  Plainfield 


398.75 
5.00 
1.80 
69.00 
722.48 
13.50 
60.90 
10.50 
419.10 
10.00 
10.00 
65.83 
7.50 
10.50 
855.78 
1,838.37 
10.15 
72.00 
10.00 
60.00 
37.75 
4,637.05 
43.30 
2.50 
2,173.00 
4,936.90 

 $  24,899.53 

25.47 


$  24,925.00 


$  l.OOo  Of' 
1,000.00 
2,000.00 


$  4,000.00 

$  105.00 
86.25 
98.75 
76.25 
42.50 
91.25 

7.50 

4.00 

4.50 

4.35 


22 


Town  Owned  Equipment 
C.  W.  Ward,  Inc. 
Koppers  Company,  Inc. 
Bill  Willard 
Raymond  Anderson 
William  Whitehouse 
Donald  Wade 
Linwood  Williams,  Gravel 


349.60 
1,652.00 
296.05 
162.90 
300.00 
222.00 
138.00 
359.10 


4  4,000.00 


Chapter  90  Williamsburg  1955 


Unexpended  Balance 
Transferred  from  Reserve  Fund 


$  3,038.41 
.44 

$  3,038.85 


Linwood  Williams 

$  150.00 

Arthur  Williams 

3.75 

Lawrence  Tatro 

133.75 

Donald  Tatro 

136.25 

Nelson  Graves 

78.75 

Harvey  Richmond 

7.50 

Deane  Williams 

12.50 

Roger  Pease 

3.00 

Leland  Godfrey 

22.50 

Frank  Allertson 

4.50 

Town  of  Plainfield 

4.35 

Town  Owned  Equipment 

217.90 

,C.  W.  Ward,  Inc. 

1,668.00 

Koppers  Company,  Inc. 

216.97 

Bill  Willard 

61.38 

Linwood  Williams,  Equipment 

25.50 

Harvey  Richmond,  Equipment 

7.50 

M.  T.  Thompson,  Equipment 

243.50 

M.  T.  Thompson,  Material 

41.25 

3,038.85 


Chapter  90  Williamsburg  1956 


Appropriation 
County  Allotment 
State  Allotment 
Transferred  from 


Linwood  Williams 
Lawrence  Tatro 
Donald  Tatro 


Reserve  Fund 


$  1,500.00 
1,500.00 
3,000.00 
.06 

$  6,000.06 


192.00 
160.00 
158.13 
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157.50 
135.00 
5.00 
436.90 
2,896.00 
363.00 
520.41 
144.57 
379.80 
13.75 
18.00 
96.00 
324.00 
 $  6,000.06 

Chapter  90  Mamtenance  1955 

Unexpended  Balance  $  2,708.17 

Transferred  from  Reserve  Fund  .40 


$  2,708.57 

$  98.50 
102.50 
101.88 
101.88 
86.88 
94.38 
44.38 
485.68 
20.00 
149.10 
1,202.89 
220.50 
 $  2,708.57 

Chapter  90  Maintenance  1956 


Appropriation  $  1,500.00 

County  Allotment  1,500.00 
State  Allotment  1,500.00 


;  $  4,500.00 

"Linwood  Williams  $  111.00 

Arthur  Williams  31.25 

Lawrence  Tatro  113.75 

Donald  Tatro  121.25 

Nelson  Graves  118.75 

Harvey  Richmond  118.75 


Nelson  Graves 

Harvey  Richmond 

Deane  Williams 

Town  Owned  Equipment 

C.  W.  Ward,  Inc. 

William  Whitehouse 

New  England  Metal  Culvert  Co. 

Norris  Thompson,  Material 

tiinwood  Williams,  Gravel 

Sanderson  Academy,  Material 

Linwood  Williams,  Equipment 

C.  S.  Hall,  Equipment 

ponaid  Wade  Equipment 


Linwood  Williams 
Arthur  Williams 
Lawrence  Tatro 
Donald  Tatro 
Nelson  Graves 
Harvey  Richmond 
Charles  Dane 
Town  Owned  Equipment 
C.  W.  Ward,  Inc. 
Warner  Bros.,  Inc. 
Koppers  Company,  Inc. 
Bill  Willard 
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Deane  Williams 
Roger  Pease 
Frank  Allertson 
Town  of  Plainfield 
Town  Owned  Equipment 
C.  W.  Ward,  Inc. 
Koppers  Company,  Inc. 
Warner  Bros.,  Inc. 
Bill  Willard 
Norris  Thompson 


28.75 
17.00 
13.50 
13.05 
172.75 
246.00 
2,109.57 
227.00 
368.64 
30.12 


-$  3,841.13 


Unexpended  Balance 

Flood  Damage  Repair 

Unexpended  Balance  Approved  Oct.  24,  1955  by- 
Director  of  Accounts 
Approved  June  15,  1956  by  Director  of  Accounts 
Approved  June  29,  1956  by  Director  of  Accounts 


658.87 


$  2,803.00 
5,500.00 
7,500.00 

$  15,803.00 


Labor  $  586.25 

Town  Owned  Equipment  173.95 
C.  W.  Ward,  Inc.  8,254.50 
William  Whitehouse  348.00 
Linwood  Williams,  Equipment  2.50 
Linwood  Williams,  Gravel  502.05 
Allen  Kendrick,  Gravel  820.20 
Belding   Memorial   Park,   Gravel  27.45 

 $  10,714.90 

The  sum  of  $15,803.00  approved  for  expenditure  from  free  cash 
on  flood  repair  was  appropriated  pending  information  as  to  expense 
which  would  be  reimbursable  from  State  Flood  Relief  Board  funds. 
Of  the  sum  expended  reimbursement  of  $10,470.15  has  been  received 
and  $244.75  was  disallowed. 


Flood  Damages 

State  Allotment 
Linwood  Williams 
Lawrence  Tatro 
Donald  Tatro 
Nelson  Graves 
Harvey  Richmond 
Town  Owned  Equipment 
C.  W.  Ward,  Inc. 

Unexpended  Balance 


Bridges 


$  600.00 


21.00 
12.50 
10  00 
15.00 
5.00 
35.5'0 
10.00 


109.00 
491.00 
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Pleasant  Street  Culvert 


ApproiDriation  $  500.00 

County  Allotment  500  00 

State  Allotment  2,000.00 

Transferred  from  Reserve  Fund  .02 


$  3,000.02 


Linvv^ood  Williams 

$  84.00 

Arthur  Williams 

TO.'OO 

Lawrence  Tatro 

67.50 

Donald  Tatro 

45.63 

Nelspn  Graves 

60.00 

Harvey  Riclim.ond 

47.50 

Town  Owned  Equipment 

113.10 

C  W.  V/ard,  Inc. 

733,00 

Reniff's  Garage 

35.00 

Nev/  England  Metal  Culvert 

1,619.94 

Kenneth  Gillman,  Gravel 

105.75 

Belding  Park,  Gravel 

18.60 

 $  3,000.02 

Bridges  and  Railings 

Appropriation                                                                  $  500.00 

Transferred  from  Reserve  Fund  228.00 


$  728.00 


Linwood  Williams 

$  21.00 

Arthur  Williams 

16.25 

Lawrence  Tatro 

20  00 

Donald  Tatro 

20.00 

Nelson  Graves 

17.50 

Harvey  Richmond 

15.00 

Roger  Pease 

4.00 

Andrew  Shaw 

88.00 

Ronald  Burnett 

88.00 

Henry  Warger 

32.00 

D.  Wallace  Lilly 

48.00 

Donald  Lilly 

12.00 

Howard  Barnes 

18  00 

Richard  Sprague,  Material 

10.00 

Town  Owned  Equipment 

42.65 

I.  R.  Kramer  &  Son 

15.97 

Lagoy  Lumber  Co. 

14.13 

C.  W.  Ward,  Inc. 

38  60 

Wirthmore  Grain  &  Coal  Co. 

90.10 

Raymond  Anderson 

109.30 

-$  728.00 
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Machinery  Expense  Account 

Transferred  from  1955  Machinery  Earnings 
Transferred  from  1955  Machinery  Expense  Balance 
Transferred  from  1956  Machinery  Earnings 


Transferred  to  Road  Grader  Appropriation 


Linwood  Williams 

Arthur  Williams 

Lawrence  Tatro 

Donald  Tatro 

Nelson  Graves 

Deane  Williams 

Harvey  Richmond 

Leo  J.  Burniske,  Inc. 

Ashfield  Motor  Sales 

Eastern  Equipment  Sales 

Hubb  Engine  Co. 

Reniff's  Garage 

Foster  Farrar  Machine  Co. 

Western  Mass.  Electric  Co. 

Wirthmore  Grain  &  Coal  Co. 

Walsh  Holyoke  Fabricators 

Geo.  V.  Corsiglia  Co. 

Robert  Clark 

Elmer's  Store 

C.  S.  Hall 

Robert  Nye 

New  Way  Express 

Ashfield  Water  Co. 

Cummington  Garage 

C.  W.  Ward,  Inc. 

Graves  Equipment  Co. 

Anthony  Weiner 

Harvey  Richmond,  Equipment 

Mary  P.  Howes 


Unexpended  Balance 


$  9,121.89 
351.48 
5,000.00 

$  14,473.37 
4,000.00 

$  10,473.37 


146 
45 
101 
61 
77 
25 
29 
2,562 
2,495 
622 
34 
675 
12 
13 
295 
541 
50 
531 
19 
5 
61 
3 
6 
45 
5 
61 
50 
16 
315 


.90 
.00 
.25 
.25 
.50 
.00 
.50 
.76 
.74 
.70 
.19 
.26 
.45 
.26 
.72 
.50 
.60 
.38 
.04 
.39 
.60 
.90 
.00 
.00 
.79 
.10 
.00 
.25 
.35 


-$  8,911.38 
$  1,561.99 


Town  Hall 


Appropriation 
Harold  Howes 
Howard  Cranson 
Renilf's  Garage 


613.18 
12.00 
11  50 


1,300.00 


27 


Western  Mass.  Electric  Co.  163.56 

Wirthmore  Grain  &  Coal  Co.  3.00 

Elmer's  Store  8.50 

John  S.  Brooks,  Roof  80.46 

Charles  Culver,  Wood  126.00 

Ashfield  Water  Co.  10  00 

Commonvsrealth  of  Massachusetts,  License  25.00 

 $  1,053.20 

Unexpended  Balance  $  246.80 

School  Addition 

Appropriation  $  2,000.00 

Richard  E.  Staelens  $  161.05 

Howard  H.  Pease  216.55 

Russell  D.  Baker  1,065  00 

Cascade  Paper  Co.  53.84 

Carlisle  Hardware  Co.  23.55 

H.  P.  Davenport  .90 

Franklin  County  Lumber  Co.  373.89 

Greenfield  Wallpaper  &  Paint  Co.  105.00 


-$  1,999.78 


Incidentals 

Appropriation  $  350.00 

Transferred  from  Reserve  Fund  95.06 


$  445.06 


Mass.  Collector  &  Treasurers  Ass'n.  Dues 

4.00 

Mass.  Assessors  Ass'n.  Dues 

9.00 

Mass  Selectmen's  Ass'n. 

Dues 

15.00 

Franklin  Co.  Selectmen's 

Ass'n.  Dues 

6.00 

Mass.  Town  Clerks  Ass'n.  Dues 

7.50 

Francis  P.  Keating, 

Bounty  on 

Wild 

Cat 

10.00 

Richard  C.  Root, 

Bounty  on 

Wild 

Cat 

10.00 

Edward  W  Mo  wry, 

Bounty  on 

Wild 

Cat 

10.00 

Donald  W.  Lilly 

Expense 

34.68 

Clifton  W.  Scott 

Expense 

5.00 

Howard  C.  Barnes 

Expense 

12.34 

Reniff's  Garage 

34.05 

Franklin  Registry  of  Deeds 

18.80 

Stoddard  Ball  Bartlett  &  Trudel 

50  00 

Director  of  Accounts 

10.00 

Vv^irthmore  Grain  &  Coal  Co. 

.65 

Warner  Bros.,  Inc. 

33.60 

Leland  Godfrey 

Dog  Officer 

15.99 

Thelma  Tobias 

10.00 

Ashfield  Water  Co. 

12  00 

Walter  A.  V/hitney 

Expense 

62.00 
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George  L.  Mo  wry  Expense  50.95 

Labor  Cleaning  Sewer  Brook  21.00 
Kenneth  Oilman  Sign  2.50 


Life  Guard 

Appropriation 

Charles  Eoberts  S       185  35 

Marilvn  Thayer  208.10 


S  445.06 
S  400.00 
-$  393.45 


Swimming  Instructor 

Appropriation  S  150.00 

Charles  Roberts  S  72.05 


60.50 

 S  132.55 


Tree  Warden 

Appropriation  S  300.00 

Transferred  from  Reserve  Fund  T.78 


$  307.78 

Guy  Tanner  S  262.38 

Arthur  Williams  5  00 

Lawi'ence  Tatro  5.00 
Donald  Tatro  5.00 
Merwin  C.  Taylor  17.00 
Town  owned  equipment  13.40 

 S  307.78 


Gypsy  and  Browntail  Moths 

Appropriation  S  610.00 

Merwin  C.  Taylor  S  250.75 

Guy  R.  Tanner  50  00 

 $  300.75 


Registrars 

Appropriation  S  250.00 

Donald  W.  Lilly  3  62.50 
Clifton  W.  Scott  62.50 
Howard  C.  Barnes  62.50 
Walter  A.  Whitnev  62  50 


250.00 


Elections 

Appropriation  $  250.00 

Transferred  from  Reserve  Fund  14.53 

S  264.53 


29 


Raymond  G.  Howes 

CP           "1  o  r;  A 

Frank  M.  Darling 

12.50 

Frederick  K.  Hillman 

29  75 

Philip  R.  Damon 

40.00 

Harry  W.  Stroheker 

8.13 

Richard  S.  Hall 

24.75 

Donald  W.  Lilly 

32.88 

Clifton  W.  Scott 

32  88 

Howard  C.  Barnes 

32.88 

Walter  A.  Whitney 

32.88 

264.53 


Town  Officers 

Appropriation 

Donald  W.  Lilly,  Selectman,  Assessor  &  Board 

of  Public  Welfare  $ 

Clifton  W.  Scott,  Selectman,  Assessor  &  Board 
of  Public  Welfare 

Howard  C.  Barnes,   Selectman,  Assessor  & 
Board  of  Public  Welfare 

Walter  A.  Whitney,  Clerk  &  Treasurer 

George  L.  Mowry,  Tax  Collector 

Donald  F.  Howes,  Moderator 

Gilbert  N.  Gardner,  Auditor 

Howard  A.  Cranson,  Fire  Chief  &  Forest  Warden 
Carl  J.  Dige,  Acting  Chief  of  Police 
Ralph  E.  Townsley,  School  Committee 
Dorothy  D,  Craft,  School  Committee 
Leo  VanValkenberg,  School  Committee 
Leonard  D.  Austin,  School  Committee 
Leonard   M.  Ufford,  Sealer  of  Weights 
&  Measures 


$  4,100.00 


600.00 

600.00 

600.00 
,000.00 
600.00 
15.00 
20.00 
350.00 
28.00 
50.00 
50.00 
8.34 
41.66 

73.77 


-$  4,036.77 


Office  Expense 


Appropriation 

Transferred  from  Reserve  Fund 


550.00 
237.65 


Hobbs  &  Warren,  Inc. 

Postage  &  Stationery 

New  England  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co. 

Franklin  Co.  Registry  of  Deeds 

E.  A.  Hall  &  Co. 

The  Todd  Co.,  Inc. 

Douglas  R.  Graves 


180.20 
199.60 
124.43 
21.20 
123.53 
118.35 
3.59 


787.65 


3C 


Walter  A.  Whitney,  Magistrates  Fees  1.75 
Walter  A.  Whitney,  Typing  15.00 


-$  787.65 


Fires 

Appropriation  $  1,100.00 

Ashfield  Motor  Sales  $  56.65 

Leo  J.  Bumiske  259.86 

Carl  J.  Dige  176.13 

Tri  State  Mutual  Aid  10.00 

Howard  A.  Cranson  68.63 

Elmer's  Store  1.32 

Reniff's  Garage  12.75 

Wirthmore  Grain  &  Coal  Co.  1.03 

Commonwealth  of  Mass.  20.00 

James  P.  McGrath,  Ins.  125.00 

Robert  H.  Nye  22.28 

G.  Gilbert  Henry,  Printing  12.00 

Police  Radio  Laboratories  19.61 

New  England  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co.  39.85 

S.  T.  Hydrant  Wrench  Co.  15.75 

Pay  Roll  140.00 


980.86 


Parks 

Appropriation  $  350.00 

Wirthmore  Grain  &  Coal  Co.  $  37.88 

C.  S.  Hall  34.34 

.Charles  Roberts  151.80 

C.  W.  Ward,  Inc.  41.40 

H.  P.  Davenport  18.00 

Reniff's  Garage  1.25 

Charles  W.  Day  .90 

Lawrence  Van  Cor  7.00 

Marilyn  Thayer  38.50 

Maurice  Day  18.00 

 $  349.07 

Civilian  Defense 

Appropriation  $  300.00 

New  England  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co.  $  79.93 

Carl  J.  Dige  200.00 


 $  279.93 

Public  Health  Nurse 

Appropriation  $  1,400.00 

Margretta  McCann,  Salary  $  558.83 

Margretta  McCann,  Mileage  184.32 
Carol  I.  Sluter,  Salary  366.69 
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Carol  I.  Sluter,  Mileage  94.96 

Billings  Drug  Store  21.88 

Royal  Paper  Co.  2.21 

Town  of  Sunderland  78.73 

 $  1,307.62 

Board  of  Health 

Appropriation  $  500.00 

Hampshire  Co.  Sanatorium  $  40.50 

Mrs.  James  N.  Schoonmaker  60.00 

Dr.  Merritt  B.  Low  140.00 

Greenfield  Recorder  Gazette  8.63 

 $  249.13 

Ambulance 

Appropriation  $  1,043.49 

Transferred  from  1956  Earnings  &  Gifts  300.00 


$  1,343.49 

Reniff's  Garage  $  78.75 

Worth  Motors  Inc.  675.00 

Ashfield  Motor  Sales  262.90 

G.  Gilbert  Henry  148.08 

Robert  Clark  71.62 

Elmer's  Store  1.60 

^rchibauld  Ritken  10.00 


 $  1,247.95 

Memorial  Day 

Appropriation                                                                 $  200.00 
Sanderson  Academy  Band                                $  100.00 
G.  Gilbert  Henry  22.25 
Doris  Howes  7.50 

 $  129.75 


Dump 

Appropriation  $  100.00 

Transferred  from  Reserve  Fund  33.75 


$  133.75 

C.  W.  Ward,  Inc.  $  33.75 

R.  A.  Anderson  50.00 
Dora  W.  Peck  50.00 

 $  133.75 


Inspection  of  Meats 

Appropriation  $  100.00 

Donald  W.  Lilly  $  10.00 

 $  10.00 
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inspection  of  Animals 

Appropriation  $  150.00 

William  R.  Fitzgerald  $  150.00 

 $  150.00 

Pointing  Upper  Hall 

Appropriated  from  "Cross"  General  Purpose  Fund  $  597.63 

Arthur  Giles  $  597.63 

 $  597.63 


New  Fire  Truck 

Appropriation  $  12,000.00 

Farrar  Co.  $  11,620.00 

 $  11,620.00 


Motor  Grader 

Appropriation  from  Machinery  Fund  $  4,000.00 

Available  Funds  6,000.00 

Bank  Loan  5,000.00 


$  15,000.00 

Eastern  Equipment  Sales,  Inc.  $  15,000.00 

 $  15,000.00 


Town  Reports  and  Ballots 

Appropriation  $  500.00 

Transferred  from  Reserve  Fund  50.00 


$  550.00 

E.  A.  Hall  &  Co.  $  550.00 

 $  550.00 


Bonds 

Appropriation  $  100.00 

Transferred  from  Reserve  Fund  44.50 


$  144.50 

Mary  Priscilla  Howes  $  144.50 

 $  144.50 


Insurance  On  Town  Buildings 

Appropriation  $  565.00 

Mary  Priscilla  Howes  $  282.42 

G.  Gilbert  Henry  282.42 

 $  564.84 
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Workmen's  Compensation 

Appropriation  $  1,125.72 

Mary  Priscilla  Howes  $  1,125.72 

 $  1,125.72 


Street  Lights 

Appropriation  $  1,104.00 

Appropriation  for  New  Light  20.00 


$  1,124.00 

Western  Massachusetts  Electric  Co.  $  1,122.00 

 $  1,122.00 


General  Relief 

Appropriation  $  600.00 

Transferred  from  Reserve  Fund  57.38 


$  657.38 

Expended  $  657.38 

 $  657.38 


Soldier's  Relief 

Appropriation  $  2,500.00 

Transferred  from  Reserve  Fund  8.36 


$  2,508.^ 

Expended  $  1,741.70 

Transferred  to  Aid  to  Dependent  Children  293.26 
Transferred  to  Disability  Assistance  473.40 


-$  2,508.36 


OLD  AGE  ASSISTANCE 
Town 

Appropriation                                                                  $  12,000.00 
Expended                                                       $  9,909.73 
Transferred  to  Winter  Roads  2,000.-00 

 $  11,909.73 


Federal 

Balance  December  31,  1955  $  1,014  99 
Cancelled  Check  40.75 
Received  in  1956  6,483.46 


$  7,539.20 

Expended  $  6,766.68 

Balance  December  31,  1956  772.52 

 $  7,539.20 
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DISABILITY  ASSISTANCE 
Town 

Appropriation  $  1,500.00 

Transferred  from  Soldiers  Relief  473.40 


$  1,973.40 

Expended  $  1,973.40 

 $    1,973  40 


Federal 

Balance  December  31,  1955  $  174.14 

Received  in  1956  683.00 


Expended  $  830.63 

Balance  December  31,  1956  26.51 


Expended  $  593.26 


Expended  $  173.00 

Balance  December  31,  1956  346.94 


857.14 


857.14 


AID  TO  DEPENDENT  CHILDREN 
Town 

Appropriation  $  300.00 
Transferred  from  Soldiers  Relief  293.26 


593.26 
 $      593  26 

Federal 

Balance  December  31,  1955  $  257.94 

Received  in  1956  262.00 


519.94 


 $  519.94 

Reserve  Fund 

Appropriation  from  Overlay  Surplus  $  2,000.00 

Transferred  to 

Incidentals  $  95.06 

School  Appropriation  119.97 

Office  Expense  237.65 

Bridges  and  Railings  228.00 

Winter  Roads  393.63 
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Soldiers  Relief 

8.36 

General  Relief 

57.38 

Tree  Warden 

7.78 

Bonds 

44.50 

Dump 

33.75 

Printing  Town  Reports  and  Ballots 

50.00 

Pleasant  Street  Culvert 

.02 

1955  Chapter  90,  Maintenance 

.40 

Elections 

14.50 

1955  Chapter  90,  Williamsburg 

.44 

1956  Chapter  90,  Williamsburg 

.06 

$  1,291.50 


Summary  of  Selectmen's  Orders 


Winter  Roads 

$  11,593.63 

Chapter  81 

24,899.53 

Chapter  90,  Watson  and  Pleasant  St. 

4,000.00 

Chapter  90,  Williamsburg 

9,038.91 

Chapter  90,  Maintenance  1956 

3,841.13 

Chapter  90,  Maintenance  1955 

2,708.57 

Flood  Damage  Repair,  Roads 

10,714.90 

Flood  Damage  Repair,  Bridges 

109.00 

Bridges  and  Railings 

728.00 

Pleasant  Street  Culvert 

3,000.02 

Machinery  Expense  Account 

8,911.38 

Town  Hall 

1,053.20 

Incidentals 

445.06 

Town  Officers 

4,036.77 

Office  Expense 

787.65 

Fires 

980.86 

Parks 

349.07 

Civilian  Defense 

279.93 

Public  Health  Nurse 

1,307.62 

Board  of  Health 

249.13 

Ambulance 

1,247.95 

Street  Lights 

1,122.00 

O.A.A.,  Town 

9,909.73 

O.A.A.,  Federal 

6,766.68 

D.A.,  Town 

1,973.40 

D.A.,  Federal 

830.63 

Soldiers'  Relief 

1,741.70 

Charity 

523.41 

Public  Welfare 

657.38 

Administration  of  Welfare 

450.00 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children,  Town 

593.26 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children,  Federal 

173.00 
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Maintenance  of  County  Retirement  System 

1,318.60 

Retirement  System  —  Deductions 

970.77 

Bonds 

144.50 

Workmen's  Compensation 

1,125.72 

Insurance  on  Town  Buildings 

564.84 

Real  Estate  Abatement 

116.00 

Town  Reports  and  Ballots 

550.00 

Veterans'  Service  Center  —  Administration 

520.00 

Purchase  of  Motor  Grader 

15,000.00 

Interest  —  Grader  Loan 

68.00 

Rent  of  Hydrants 

250.00 

Inspection  of  Meats 

10.00 

Tree  Warden 

307.78 

Elections 

264.53 

Painting  Town  Hall  Auditorium 

597.63 

Memorial  Day 

129.75 

Dump 

133.75 

Life  Guard 

393.45 

Swim  Instructor 

132.55 

Gypsy  Moth  Control 

300.75 

Purchase  of  Fire  Truck 

11,620.00 

School  Addition 

1,999.78 

Inspection  of  Animals 

150.00 

Registrars  of  Voters 

250.00 

Care  of  Soldiers  Graves 

175.00 

School  Addition,  Loan  and  Interest 

2,616.00 

Blue  Cross,  Teachers 

947.30 

Withholding  Tax 

8,394.60 

Dog  Licenses 

358.80 

Income  from  Cemetery  Funds 

84.17 

Income  from  Fred  Cross  Library  Fund 

125.78 

Income  from  M.M.  Belding  Library  Fund 

39.26 

County  Tax 

7,783.30 

State  Parks  Tax 

290.25 

State  Audit 

318.91 

Abatement  of  Excise  Tax 

175.02 

. 

APPROPRIATIONS  FOR 

1956 

Annual  Meeting  —  March  5,  1956 

Tree  Warden 

$  300.00 

Board  of  Health 

500.00 

Chapter  90,  Maintenance 

1,500.00 

Chapter  90,  Williamsburg 

1,500.00 

Chapter  90,  Watson  and  Pleasant  Street 

1,000.00 

Chapter  81 

3,200.00 

Bridges  and  Railings 

500.00 

^$173,250.29 
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Winter  Roads 

Town  Dump 

Incidentals 

Fires  and  Equipment 

Town  Hall 

Workmen's  Compensation 
Bonds 

Office  Expense 

Printing  Town  Reports  and  Ballots 

Care  of  Soldiers'  Graves 

Inspection  of  Animals 

Inspection  of  Meats 

Elections 

Registrars 

Insurance  on  Town  Buildings 
Street  Lights 

Administration  of  Welfare 

Public  Welfare 

Old  Age  Assistance 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children 

Disability  Assistance 

Soldiers'  Relief 

Veterans'  Service  Center  —  Maintenance 

County  Retirement  System  —  Maintenance 

Town  Officers 

Memorial  Day 

Rent  of  Hydrants 

Gypsy  Moth 

Life  Guard 

Park 

Swimming  Instructor 
Public  Health  Nurse 
School  Addition 
Public  and  Vocational  Schools 
New  Street  Light 

Painting  Upper  Hall  —  Fred  Cross  Fund 
Civilian  Defense 
Fire  Truck 
Road  Grader 

Available  Funds 

Machinery  Fund 

Bank  Notes 


8,500.00 

100.00 

350.00 
1,100.00 
1,300.00 
1,125.72 

100.00 

550.00 

500.00 

175.00 

150.00 

100.00 

250.00 

250.00 

565.00 
1,124.00 

450.00 

600.00 
12,000.00 

300.00 
1,500.00 
2,500.00 

520.00 
1,318.60 
4,100.00 

200.00 

250.00 

610.00 

400.00 

350.00 

150.00 
1,400.00 
2,000.00 
64,595.00 
20.00 

600.00 

300.00 
12,000.00 

6,000.00 
4,000.00 
5,000.00 
 $145,883. 
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JURY  LIST 


Leo  Van  Valkenburg 
David  C.  Carter 
Donald  S.  Graves 
Janice  M.  LaBelle 
Roger  B.  Scott 
Robert  W.  Hooper 
H.  Hortense  Howes 
Florence  L.  Burnett 


Howard  H.  Pease 
Merton  E.  Howes 
Merrill  W.  Field 
Ruth  J.  Craft 


Nathan  W.  Fuller 
Gladys  J.  Howes 


Freeman  C.  \"\Tiitehouse 


Traverse  Jury 


Grand  Jury 


JURORS  DRAWN 

1956  —  Gilbert  H.  Howes 

1957  —  Malcolm  S.  Clark 

1956 


January  —  Eli  E.  Weeks 
March  —  Charles  E.  Burton 
May  —  Raymond  H.  Reniff 
September  —  Lillian  E.  Henry 

1957 

January  —  Frank  L.  Gray 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DONALD  W.  LILLY, 
CLIFTON  W.  SCOTT, 
HOWARD  C.  BARNES, 

Selectmen  of  Ashfield 


AUDITOR'S  REPORT 


I  have  examined  the  books  of  the  Selectmen,  Treasurer,  and  Tax 
Collector  and  find  them  correct. 

GILBERT  X.  GARDNER. 

Auditor. 


February  5,  1957 
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BOARD  OF 
ASSESSORS'  REPORT 


Total  Valuation  $1,521,709.00 
Total  Tax  88,949.11 

58.00 


Rate  of  Taxation 

Number 

of  Polls  Assessed 

345 

Number 

of  Horses  Assessed 

78 

Number 

of  Cows  Assessed 

1,026 

Number 

of  Other  Cattle  Assessed 

420 

Number 

of  Swine  Assessed 

5 

Number 

of  Sheep  Assessed 

17 

Number 

of  Fowls  Assessed 

7,561 

Number 

of  Broiler  Chicks  Assessed 

6,000 

Number 

of  Donkeys  Assessed 

1 

Number 

of  Goats  Assessed 

2 

Excise  Tax 

Number 

of  Motor  Vehicles  Assessed  in  1956 

646 

Total  Valuation  288,210.00 

Total  Tax  13,233.52 

Rate  of  Taxation  54.43 

Abatements  on  1956  Excise  527.13 


Special  Notice 

Poll  Tax  exemptions  under  Chapter  59,  Section  5,  Clause  17-A. 
Persons  over  65  years  of  age. 

Real  Estate  Tax  exemptions  under  Chapter  59,  Section  5,  Clause 
17.  Widows,  persons  over  75  years  and  Minors. 

Applications  for  exemptions  must  be  filed  with  the  Board  of 
Assessors,  on  forms  furnished  by  them,  every  year  as  soon  as  possible 
after  January  1. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CLIFTON  W.  SCOTT, 
HOWARD  C.  BARNES, 
DONALD  W.  LILLY, 

Assessors  of  Ashfield. 
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REPORT  OF  THE 

BELDING  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 


Receipts  : 

Cash  Balance                                                     $  183.15 

Belding  Dividend   1,813.02 

Fees  and  Fines    25.59 

Sale  of  Book   ,   7.75 

Gifts    22.00 

Frederick  Cross  Fund    125.78 

M.  M.  Belding,  Jr.  Fund    38,76 

 $  2,216.03 

Expenditures  : 

Salaries   and   Services   $  645.00 

Books  and  Magazines    325.26 

Insurance    185.40 

Repairs  and  Improvements    138.97 

Materials  and  Supplies    41.84 

Water   5.00 

Bank  Charges  and  Box    4.65 

Fuel    345.48 

Telephone  &  Lights    143.74 

Desk  Fund    5.00 

Balance   375.71 

 $  2,216.05 

Library  Savings  Accounts  : 

Conway   Savings   Bank   $  1,361.38 

Franklin  County  Trust  Company   276.85 

Franklin   Savings    Institution    247.92 

Greenfield  Savings  Bank  (Alonzo  Lilly  Fund)    2,153.82 

Shelburne  Falls  Savings  Bank    489.38 

Northampton  Institution  For  Savings    691.60 


MARY  PRISCILLA  HOWES, 
Treasurer. 
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Books  added  to 


BELDING  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 
1956 


Adult  Fiction 

Bassett   South  Cove  summer 

Bjorn   Papa's  wife 

Caldwell   Tender  victory 

Carstens   Harvest  on  the  shore 

Goudge   Rosemary  tree 

Gardner   Case  of  the  nervous  accomplice 

Case  of  the  sunbather's  diary 

Hulme   The  Nun's  story 

Jenkins   Saddlebag  parson 

Kantor   Andersonville 

Knox   Mrs.  Minister 

Loring   What  then  is  love 

Markandaya   Nectar  in  a  sieve 

Mason   Our  valiant  few 

Montgomery   Golden  stallion  to  the  rescue 

O'Connor   The  last  hurrah 

Roberts   Boon  Island 

Seifert   Call  for  Doctor  Barton 

Thirkell   Never  too  late 

Werner   My  Indian  family 

Non-Fiction 

Bentley   Wedding  etiquette 

Cahn   Einstein,  a  pictorial  biography 

Chamberlain   The  Berkshires 

Deen   All  of  the  women  of  the  Bible 

Donovan   Eisenhower:  the  inside  story 

Douglas   Russian  journey 

Fosdick   What  is  vital  in  religion 

Gesell   Youth:  the  years  from  ten  to  sixteen 

Hatch   Ambassador  extraordinary 

Haycraft   Queen  Victoria 

Johnson   Emily  Dickinson 

Keller   Teacher:  Anne  Sullivan  Macy 

Keller   Make  each  day  count 

Keogh   .This  is  Nixon 

Moody   Arctic  doctor 

Northcott   Hymns  we  love 

Overstreet   The  mind  goes  forth 

Smith   Escape  to  the  West  Indies 
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Truman   Year  of  decision 

Years  of  trial  and  hope 

Wilson   Scrolls  from  the  Dead  Sea 

Windsor   The  heart  has  its  reasons 

Youth  Fiction 

Archibald   Full  count 

Bialk   Marty  on  the  campus 

Hayes   Bugles  in  the  hills 

Powers -Waters   Moon  in  my  pocket 

Stolz   Hospital  zone 

Thompson   Spook,  the  mustang 

Wilson   Caroline  the  unconquered 

Non-Fiction 

Bonner   Baseball  rookies  who  made  good 

Brower   Story-lives  of  master  musicians 

Cantwell   Famous  American  men  of  letters 

Colin   Young  Hans  Christian  Andersen 

Hahn   Leonardo  da  Vinci 

Hylander   Animals  in  fur 

Lewellen   Boy  scientist 

Manton   Story  of  Albert  Schweitzer 

Marquard   Land  and  people  of  South  Africa 

Potter   Flying  frontiersmen 

Vaughan   Land  and  people  of  the  Philippines 

Juvenile  Fiction 

Anderson   Blaze  and  Thunderbolt 

Anderson   Horse  of  Hurricane  Hill 

Austin   Churchmouse  stories 

Briggs   Noah's  Ark 

Burgess   Blacky  the  crow 

Burgess   Little  Jow  Otter 

Burgess   Longlegs  the  heron 

Burgess   Thornton  Burgess  story-book 

Burton   Mike  Mulligan  and  his  steam  shovel 

Curtis   Little  maid  of  Newport 

Farley   Black  stallion's  courage 

Field   All  through  the  night 

Govan   Mystery  at  the  mountain  face 

Haywood   Betsy's  busy  summer 

Hogan   The  little  ones 

Hogan   Kangaroo  twins 

Keene   Clue  of  the  rusty  keys 

Konkle   Tabby's  kittens 
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Lawson   Captain  Kidd's  cat 

Lenksi   Cowboy  small 

Lenksi   We  live  by  the  river 

Meeks   Friendly  farm  animals 

Molloy   Secret  of  the  old  Salem  desk 

Nathan   When  Lincoln  went  to  Gettysburg 

Weisgard   Whistle  for  the  train 

Wilder   Farmer  boy 

Non-Fiction 

Ashby   Belgium 

Baker   Amerigo  Vespucci 

Bliven   Story  of  D-Day 

Daugherty   Magna  Charta 

Disney   Walt  Disney's  Vanishing  prairie 

Elkon   Edith  Cavell,  heroic  nurse 

Fletcher   The  American  Indian 

Goudey   Here  come  the  lions! 

Hazeltine   Year  around,  poems  for  children 

Howe   Amelia  Earhart,  Kansas  girl 

King   Holland 

Marshall   Friends  with  God 

Peare   Rosa  Bonheur 

Riesenberg   Balboa,  swordsman  and  conquistador 

Petersham   Silver  mace;  a  story  of  Williamsburg 

Van  Riper   Knute  Rockne,  young  athlete 

Zarchy   Stamp  collector's  guide 

GIFTS 

Bonner   Hotel  Tallyrand 

Boynton   River  garden  of  pure  repose 

Buck   Imperial  woman 

Costain   Silver  chalice 

Nelson   Sin  of  the  prophet 

Runbeck   Year  of  love 

Smith   A  tree  grows  in  Brooklyn 

Non-Fiction 

Ackerman   Risks  we  face 

Baker   Cassell's  new  French-English  and  English- 
French  dictionary 

Boyd   Polish  countrysides 

Chambers   Witness 

Corbett   Man-eaters  of  Kumaon 

Evans   John  Ruskin 
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Federal  Writers   Vermont 

Ford   Edward  Hicks 

Forster   Hill  of  Devi 

Fosdick   John  D.  Rockefeller,  Jr. 

Gunther   Inside  Africa 

Miller   Speak  to  the  earth 

Thompson   Assignment:  Churchill 

Utley   China  story 

Ward   Policy  for  the  west 


REPORT  OF 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSE 


To  the  Citizens  of  Sunderland,  Whately  and  Ashfield : 

I  submit  herewith  my  report  as  Public  Health  Nurse 
for  the  towns  of  Sunderland,  Whately  and  Ashfield. 

The  visits  for  1956  are  recorded  as  follows : 


Non-Communicable  Disease    356 

Maternal  and  Child  Health   85 

Acute  Communicable    26 

School  Health    300 

Adult  Health    47 

Dental  Clinics   12 

Immunization  Clinics    12 

Not  at  home    3 

Conferences  and  Consultations    25 


Total   866 

Total  Receipts   $350 


During  October  and  November,  it  was  my  privilege  to 
attend  an  eight  weeks  Maternal  and  Child  Health  Confer- 
ence, held  each  Tuesday  afternoon  at  the  University  of 
Massachusetts.  Not  only  was  it  invaluable  as  a  refresher 
course,  but  it  also  introduced  new  practices  being  used. 

An  epidemic  of  German  Measles  occurred  during  April 
and  May.  Other  reported  cases  of  communicable  diseases 
were  small  in  number. 
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The  Salk  vaccine  v/as  given  by  the  school  physician 
to  all  pre-school  and  school  children  up  to  the  age  of  fifteen, 
at  school  clinics,  who  had  their  parents'  consent.  The 
fifteen  to  nineteen  year  old  group  received  their  vaccine  at 
the  physician's  office.  It  was  gratifying  to  have  no  reported 
cases  of  polio  among  our  children  this  year. 

The  Well  Child  Conferences  were  held  in  each  town. 
Dr.  Low  and  Dr.  Koehler  of  Greenfield  were  the  attending 
physicians.  Two  hundred  and  thirty- three  pre-school  chil- 
dren received  examinations. 

The  number  of  visits  in  the  nursing  district  has  de- 
creased in  comparison  to  former  years.  This  has  presented 
an  opportunity  to  begin  a  broader  school  health  program, 
other  than  the  routine  weighing,  measuring,  physical  exam- 
inations, vision  and  hearing  testing,  which  are  completed 
each  year. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  express  my  gratitude  to  all 
parents,  teachers  and  voluntary  workers  for  their  coopera- 
tion and  assistance  during  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CAROL  I.  SLUTER,  R.N. 
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REPORT  OF 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  DISTRICT 


To  the  Citizens  of  Sunderland,  \Miately  and  Ashfield : 

I  herewith  submit  my  eighth  annual  report  of  the  busi- 
ness conducted  by  the  Public  Health  Xursing  Advisory 
Committee. 

The  committee  regi'etfully  accepted  the  resignation  of 
Miss  Margretta  McCann  who  so  faithfully  served  our  dis- 
trict since  its  beginning  in  September  of  1949.  Our  best 
wishes  are  extended  to  her  in  her  nevr  field  at  the  Frontier 
Regional  High  School. 

Mrs.  Carol  Sluter,  R.X.,  who  substituted  for  Miss  Mc- 
Cann  when  it  became  necessary  to  grant  her  a  leave  of 
absence  because  of  serious  illness  in  her  family,  was  secured. 
She  assumed  her  duties  on  September  1. 

Although  illnesses  in  families  requiring  the  nurse's 
services  has  decreased,  the  extra  work  of  polio  clinics  and 
the  many  records  required  by  the  State  has  kept  Mrs.  Sluter 
busy  as  you  will  note  in  her  report. 

It  has  been  necessary  to  ask  for  a  slight  increase  in  the 
appropriation  for  1957,  due  mainly  to  the  increased  fee  of 
the  pediatrician  at  the  well-child  clinics. 

The  financial  reports  of  the  1956  appropriation  will  be 
found  under  the  treasurer's  reports  as  usual. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  thank  all  who  have  assisted  in 
making  the  health  program  successful  with  a  special  thanks 
to  those  who  assisted  at  the  well-child  and  polio  clinics. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DOROTHY  G.  STRIPPE 
Chairman 
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CENTRAL  FRANKLIN 
WELFARE  DISTRICT 


Balance  January  2,  1956  ?  4,030.04 

Receipts : 

Town  of  Shelburne   $  1,710.00 

Town  of  Colrain   840.00 

Town  of  Ashfield    450.00 

Adm.  O.A.A.,  U.S.  Grant    2,566.25 

Adm.  A.D.C.,  U.S.  Grant    622.88 

Adm.  D.A.,  U.S.  Grant    252.62 

Adm.  State    2,444.12 

Retirement  Deductions    307.24 

Withholding  Tax  Deductions    989.40 

Blue  Cross  Deductions    40.80 

 $  10,223.31 


Total  $  14,253.35 
Payments : 

Salaries   $  6,141.53 

Priscilla  A.  Doneilo,  Treasurer  ....  100.00 

Travel  Expense   98.91 

Office  Supplies  and  Expense    734.96 

Rent    204.00 

Treasurer's  Bond    10.00 

Miscellaneous  Expense    24.18 

Car  Insurance  (Agent)    19.22 

Retirement  Assessment    401.70 

Withholding  Tax  Deductions    989.40 

Retirement  Deductions    307.24 

Blue  Cross  Deductions   40.80 

Total  Payments   $  9,071.94 


Balance  December  31,  1956  $  5,181.41 

Reconciliation  of  Bank  Balance 

Bank  Balance  December  31,  1956  ....  $  5,633.94 

Checks  outstanding  Dec.  31,  1956  ....  452.53 


Check  Book  Balance  Dec.  31,  1956  ..  $  5,181.41 

PRISCILLA  A.  DONEILO, 
Treasurer 
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REPORT  OF  THE 
AMBULANCE  COMMITTEE 


To  the  Citizens  of  Ashfield  : 

During  the  past  year  there  were  fifty-three  calls  for  the  use  of  our 
Town  Ambulance.  While  most  of  these  trips  were  from-Ashfield  to  one 
of  the  County  Hospitals,  there  were  several  out-of-town  calls  and  long 
runs  to  Boston  and  Xew  Haven,  Connecticut. 

An  opportunity  to  purchase  a  later  model  of  a  car  was  presented  dur- 
ing the  year  and  the  present  ambulance  was  used  on  its  first  trip  on  Tune 
24th. 

Our  first  machine  was  sold  to  the  Town  of  Cummington,  and  this 
change  has  eliminated  several  out-of-town  calls  that  our  crew  might 
have  had  to  answer. 

From  August  15th  to  September  1st,  an  Ambulance  ^laintenance  Drive 
was  conducted.  A  goal  of  $800  had  been  set  in  order  to  meet  certain  ex- 
penses, but  the  splendid  generosity  of  those  who  contributed,  enabled  us 
to  secure  the  amount  of  $995  gross.  The  expense  of  the  Drive  for  print- 
ing and  postage  was  $45. 

The  group  of  men  and  women  who  respond  to  calls  for  our  Am- 
bulance Service  are  all  trained  in  first  aid  procedure  and  their  fine  hand- 
ling of  patients  has  received  high  commendation  from  physicians  and 
from  those  who  have  been  recipients  of  their  ministrations. 

A  detailed  report  of  all  expenditures  for  the  Ambulance  will  be  found 
in  the  report  of  the  Town  Treasurer. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GUY  E.  RICH.  Clerk. 
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Veteran's  Service  Report 


To  The  Selectmen  of  Ashfield: 

Herewith  is  my  twelfth  report  as  Director  of  Veterans* 
Services  and  Veterans'  Agent  for  the  ten  Towns  of  the 
Western  Franklin  District. 

For  the  year  1956  requests  for  assistance  at  our  office 
numbered  962.  According  to  our  records  these  included 
forty-one  registrations  for  Selective  Service,  thirty-eight 
applications  for  Medical  and  Hospital  treatment  and  twelve 
requests  for  assistance  with  Veterans  Administration  pen- 
sions. Photostat  work  is  still  done  on  Tuesday  of  each  week 
and  a  total  of  (1237)  twelve  hundred  thirty-seven  prints 
Vere  made  in  1956. 

Applicants  receiving  Veterans'  Benefits  under  the  pro- 
visions of  Chapter  115  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended, 
have  been  fewer  in  number  than  in  1955  but  the  total  cost 
was  greater,  due  to  necessary  Medical  expenses.  We  have 
had  thirty-one  applications  and  at  present  have  seventeen 
active  cases.  A  total  of  $23,392.98  was  administered  for 
the  seven  Towns  concerned. 

Our  files  now  contain  the  records  of  1647  veterans, 
from  the  Spanish  War.  World  War  One,  World  War  Two 
and  Korea  periods.  Work  on  the  permanent  records  has 
been  done  as  time  allowed  during  the  past  year  and  satis- 
factory progress  has  been  made. 

The  total  of  our  monthly  administrative  expense  war- 
rants for  the  past  year  is  Five  Thousand  Ten  Dollars  and 
Fourteen  Cents  ($5010.14),  about  Two  Hundred  Dollars 
less  than  the  budget  set  up  for  1956.  The  sum  of  Twenty- 
Eight  Dollars  and  Twenty  Five  Cents  ($28.25)  was  turned 
over  to  the  Treasurer  for  outside  Photostat  work  done  at 
our  office. 

Assistance  is  still  being  furnished  by  the  Veterans 
Administration  Contact  Representative,  Mr.  Edward  A. 
O'Neil,  and  this  greatly  facilitates  our  dealings  with  the 
Government.  The  attendance  of  District  Committeemen  at 
the  monthly  meetings  is  encouraging  and  is  greatly  appre- 
ciated. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROBERT  E.  SCOTT 

Director  and  Veterans'  Agent 
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FIRE  CHIEFS  REPORT 


I  herewith  submit  my  report  as  Fire  Chief  of  the  Town  of  Ashfield. 

In  the  past  year  there  was  only  one  serious  building  fire.  A  very  small 
number  of  non-serious  Chimney  fires  and  one  brush  fire  of  serious  nature. 
Part  of  this  good  record  was  due  to  luck  and  good  weather  conditions,  but 
I  like  to  think  it  was  due,  a  great  deal,  to  the  attitude  of  the  Ashfield  people 
towards  fires  and  fire  hazards. 

This  past  year  we  purchased  a  new  fire  truck.  It  is  a  Ford  with  a 
heavier  chassis  than  the  old  truck,  and  is  equipped  with  four  wheel  drive, 
a  500  gallon  per  minute  Barton  pump,  a  300  gallon  storage  tank  and  can 
carry  2000  feet  of  2^^  inch  hose  with  800  feet  of  forest  fire  hose.  Also  we 
now  have  a  Barton  portable  pump,  with  the  truck,  to  be  used  where  it  is 
impossible  or  impractical  to  go  with  the  truck.  It  can  also  be  used  for 
cleaning  up  after  a  fire  while  the  truck  is  being  readied  for  the  next  emer- 
gency. 

I  hope  we  can  have  in  the  near  future,  a  supply  of  hose  large  enough 
so  that  we  can  replace  a  full  truck  load  without  first  having  to  dry  some. 

Also  in  the  past  3ear,  we  have  installed  a  two  way  radio  in  the  truck 
and  at  my  house  and  a  remote  control  at  the  fire  station.  These  radios  are 
part  of  the  Tri-State  Mutual  Aid  System  and  have  already  proven  their 
worth  to  many  other  towns  as  well  as  our  own.  These  radios  were  pur- 
chased in  cooperation  with  Civilian  Defense  with  the  Federal  Government 
paying  one  half  of  the  cost. 

The  department  is  still  in  need  of  more  men  interested  in  the  preven- 
tion and  fighting  of  fires.  Although  we  have  a  few  new  members,  there 
must  be  more  who  could  be  a  help  to  our  town,  and  at  the  same  time,  get 
satisfaction  if  not  pleasure,  in  working  in  the  fire  department.  I  am  sure 
they  would  be  welcomed  by  the  old  crew. 

The  new  fire  station  has  proven  to  be  all  that  we  hoped  it  would  and 
the  club  room  has  become  a  popular  place  for  small  meetings  of  all  kinds 
such  as  the  Rod  &  Gun  Club,  First  Aid  Classes.  Gun  Safety  Classes,  Maple 
Sugar  Association,  and  others.  All  of  these  make  the  whole  building  a 
useful  one,  not  only  for  the  Fire  Department  and  Ambulance,  but  for  the 
town  in  general. 

Due  to  the  change  in  the  telephone  system,  we  now  have  five  phones 
lliat  ring  simultaneously  when  the  department  number  is  dialed.  Although 
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this  is  more  complicated  than  the  old  S3'stem,  other  towns  are  using  it  with 
good  results  so  we  should  be  able  to,  with  practice. 

I  wish  to  thank  all  for  the  cooperation  given  me  in  my  duties  as  Fire 
Chief  and  Forest  Warden. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HOWARD  CRANSON, 

Fire  Chief. 
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Report  of  the 

SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT 


SCHOOL  CALENDAR 
1957 

Winter  Term  Begins,  January  2,  1957 
Vacation  Week,  February  15th  to  February  25th 
Vacation  Week,  April  18th  to  April  29th 
School  year  ends  for  Grades  1-8,  June  14th 
School  year  ends  for  High  School,  June  21st 
School  year  begins  September  4,  1957 
Fall  term  ends  December  20,  1957 
Winter  term  begins  January  6,  1958 

School  is  closed  for  all  legal  holidays 

SCHOOL  CENSUS 


Ages 

5-7 

7-14 

14-16 

Total 

BOYS 

21 

62 

24 

107 

GIRLS 

9 

70 

16 

95 

Total  in  School 

30 

132 

40 

202 

PRE-SCHOOL  15 
Pupils  7-16  Years    172       Pupils  Over  16  Years  in  School  28 

ESTIMATED  INCOME  1957 
School  Department  —  Town  of  Ashfield 


School  Aid  $  14,111.87 

State  Reimbursement  for  Transportation  5,710.00 
State  Reimbursement,  Salary  and  Transportation 

of  Superintendent  1,456.97 

Maintenance  of  Vocational  School  1,795.33 

Vocational  Transportation  &  Tuition  211.00 

State  Wards  —  Tuition  and  Transportation  954.42 

Tuition  and  Transportation  from  Other  Towns  2,306.91 

Dog  Tax  275.00 

To  Raise  by  Taxation  $  42,928.50 

SCHOOL  BUDGET   $  69,750.00 
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INCOME 
1956 

Appropriation  $  64,595.00 

Extra  Expenditure  119.97 
School  Aid                                                      $  14,111.89 

Supt's.  Salary  and  Travel  1,456.97 

Vocational  Education  2,310.21 

Transportation  5,710.00 
Tuition  —  "Other  Towns": 

Edward  Herzig  —  Conway  119.20 

Buckland  325.00 

Plainfield  325.00 

Goshen  44.70 

Transportation  —  "Other  Towns": 

Buckland  43.25  ^ 

Edward  Herzig,  Conway  31.25 

Dog  Tax  319.29 

State  Wards  (1956)  954.42 

Supt's.  Office  Telephone  —  "Other  Towns": 

Cummington  21.06 

Goshen  21.06 

Plainfield  21.06 

Local  Taxation  39,000.61 

George  Barden  100.00 


$  64,814.97  $64,814.97 

EXPENDITURES 

ADMINISTRATIVE: 

Superintendent  of  Schools: 

Salary  $  2,749.98 

Travel  317.52 

Office  Clerk  831.93 

Office  Expense  31.96 

 $  3,931.39 

Expense  of  Principal  79.77 

HIGH  SCHOOL: 

Salaries  of  Teachers: 

Armand  A.  Guarino,  Principal  $  4,222.19 

Joseph  E.  Joyce,  Jr.,  Principal  599.99 

Mrs.  Constance  M.  Rice  2,959.99 

Mrs.  Walter  Loomis  1,985.15 

Edward  F.  Bunting,  Jr.  2,003.32 

Miss  Carol  E.  Kenefick  1,200.00 
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Louis  Bascetta  1,819.99 

Arthur  S.  Perrone  1,272.50 

Mrs.  Louise  Sears  1,260.00 

Miss  Mae  Monahan  10.00 

Mrs.  Merle  Pike  42.50 

Mrs.  Kathyrn  F.  Lilly  10.00 


-$  17,385.63 


ELEMENTARY: 

Salaries  of  teachers: 

Mrs.  Louise  Sears  $  1,849.99 

Mrs.  Marilyn  Sahlberg  1,200.00 

Mrs.  Margaret  M.  Williams  1,819.99 

Mrs.  L.  Silver  Packard  1,200.00 

Mrs.  Mary  0.  Dole  2,959.99 

Mrs.  Ethel  D.  Williams  3,059.99 

Mrs.  Irja  V.  Terio  1,819.99 

Mrs.  Inez  Metcalf  1,200.00 

Mrs.  Vivian  Fuller  3,159.99 

Mrs.  Ruth  Hallowell  3,089.99 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Townsley  159.00 

Mrs.  Marjorie  Snead  10.00 

Mrs.  Ethel  S.  Werner  30.00 

Mrs.  Amy  Guilford  5.00 

Mrs.  Evelyn  Hov^res  5.00 

Mrs.  Elsie  Mayer  120.00 


-$  21,688.93 


SUPERVISORS: 
Salaries : 

Arch  Swift  $  690.00 

Mrs.  Janet  Wettervirald  680.00 

Mrs.  Mary  Hitchcock  600.00 

W.  L.  Rinehart  300.00 

 ^$  2,270.00 

SCHOOL  COSTS: 

High  School  Texts  $  118.01 

Elementary  Texts  318.68 
High  School  Supplies  640.13 
Elementary  Supplies  1,003.92 
Visual  Education  39.04 
Janitor  —  Frank  Carter,  Salary  2,506.48 
Fuel  1,565.81 

Miscellaneous  I: 

New  England  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co.  $  230.24 

Wirthmore  Grain  &  Coal  Co.  44.43 

Edward  L.  Cantor,  Inc.  355.84 
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West  Disinfecting  Co. 
Western  Mass.  Electric  Co. 
Elmer's  Store 
Town  of  Ashfield 
Richo  Products  Inc. 
Cascade  Paper  Co. 
Commissioner  of  Public  Safety 
Sandberg's  Service  Station 
Kendall  Mills 


Maintenance  or  Repairs: 
Reniff's  Garage 
Telectrad  Service  Center 
E.  D.  Shippee 
Carl  J.  Dige 
John  S.  Brooks 
Ralph  Pease 
Milton  Bradley  Co. 
W.  E.  Aubuchon  Co.  Inc. 
H.  P.  Davenport 
Wirthmore  Grain  &  Coal  Co. 
Ashfield  Motor  Sales 
Forbes  Snyder,  Inc. 
Howard  Cranson 

Library  —  Supplies 

Health  —  Dr.  Eugene  Whittier,  Salary 
Supplies 


Transportation: 
Town: 

C.  W.  Ward,  Inc. 

Everett  Rice 


Vocational: 
Leon  Burt 
George  Bennett 
Roger  Phelps 
Mrs.  Lucille  Kowal 


10.31 
728.34 
4.48 
141.67 
10.80 
26.90 
10.00 
8.12 
9.00 


-$  1,580.13 


4.83 
9.00 
16.00 
16.62 
13.00 
34.05 
22.60 
5.66 
9.04 
24.68 
1.50 
25.30 
24.38 


125.00 
8.79 


$  6,000.00 
549.00 


166.00 
52.00 
57.00 
42.00 


206.66 
19.37 


-$  133.79 


4  6,549.00 


-$  317.00 


Tuition: 
Vocational: 
Tovm  of  Greenfield 
Smith's  Agricultural  School 
City  of  Holyoke 


50.40 
523.59 
29.40 
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Town  of  Shelburne  3.30 
Frontier  Regional  School  District  128.00 


-$  734.69 


Miscellaneous  II: 

Bellman  Publishing  Co.  $  10.31 

C.  W.  Ward,  Inc.  132.00 

John  Nicol  Mark  35.00 

Clifton  Scott  16.80 

Sanderson  Academy  10.00 

Mass.  Association  of  School  Committee,  Inc.  25.00 

Healy  &  Helgenson  59.58 

Sandberg's  Service  Station  7.83 


-$  296.52 


New  Equipment: 

Howard  A.  Cranson  $  106.36 

Schacks  Electric  Shop  10.08 

Forbes  Snyder,  Inc.  110.00 

Cascade  Paper  Co.  148.30 

Milton  Bradley  Co.  47.52 

Edmond  D.  Shippee  5.45 

C.  W.  Ward,  Inc.  1.70 


-$  429.41 


Vocational  Agriculture: 

Teacher's  Salary: 

Albert  Pieropan,  Vocational  $  1,735.57 
Albert  Pieropan,  Academic  670.43 


-$  2,406.00 


Travel  &  Expense: 

Albert  Pieropan,  Travel  $  335.62 

Agriculture  Department  Expense  12.02 


-$  347.64 


Supplies : 

Sears  Roebuck  &  Co.  $  18.54 

Albert  Pieropan  1.64 

C.  Warren  Gardner  5.52 

Gledhill  Bros.  5.08 

Wirthmore  Grain  &  Coal  Co.  17.42 

R.  A.  Anderson  40.00 


88.20 


Janitor:  — Frank  Carter,  Salary  $  93.55 

Supplies,  Edward  L.  Cantor,  Inc.  5.16 

 $  98.71 

Fuel  $  47.76 


57 


Miscellaneous  I: 

Sanderson  Academy  $  3.00 

Western  Mass.  Electric  Co.  26.58 

Sandberg's  Service  Station  14.41 

Mary  P.  Howes  53.63 

Town  of  Ashfield  8.33 


-$  105.95 


Repairs : 

Robert  H.  Nye  $  6.50 

Ashfield  Motor  Sales  11.87 

Edmond  D.  Shippee  3.63 


22.00 


TOTAL  EXPENDITURES  $  64,930.62 

STATE  PAID— Vocational— Travel  $  74.97 

STATE  PAID— Vocational— Salary  260.65 


335.62 


TOTAL  EXPENDITURE  MINUS 

VOCATIONAL  PAID  BY  STATE  $  64,595.00 

EXTRA  EXPENDITURES: 

Supplies: 

Lyons  &  Carnahan  $         .  4.61 

W.  M.  Welch  Mfg.  Co.  13.70 

The  Mac  Millan  Co.  51.55 

Milton  Bradley  Co.  43.35 

The  National  Education  Association  6.16 

Wirthmore  Grain  &  Coal  Co.  .60 


TOTAL  EXTRA  EXPENDITURES  $  119.97 


APPROPRIATION  FOR  NEW  EDITION 

Appropriation  (March  1956)  $  2,000.00 

Expenditures : 


Richard  E.  Staelans 

$  161.05 

Cascade  Paper  Co. 

53  84 

Carlisle  Hardware  Co. 

23.55 

Howard  H.  Pease 

216.55 

H.  P.  Davenport 

.90 

Franklin  County  Lumber  Co. 

373.89 

Russell  I.  Baker 

1,065.00 

Greenfield  Wallpaper  &  Paint  Co.  Inc. 

105.00 

-$  1,999.78 


Balance  $  .22 
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ATHLETIC  FUND 

Receipts  1956: 

Games  $  237.30 

Cash  Balance  on  Hand  from  1955  18  38 

Donations  19.46 


-$  275.14 


Expenditures  1956: 

Referees  S  220.00 

Equipment  26.19 

Supplies  .49 


Expenditures  1956: 

Uniforms  $  3.24 

Music  35.49 

Transportation  24.00 


246.68 


Balance  on  Hand  $        28  46 
MUSIC  FUND 

Receipts  1956 : 

Band  Concert  $  49.25 
Memorial  Day  Parade: 

Town  of  Ashfield  100.00 

Town  of  Charlemont  75.00 

Cash  Balance  — On  Hand  — 1955  136.63 

 $  360.88 


62.73 


Balance  on  Hand  in  the  Music  Fund  $  298.15 

Respectfully  submitted, 

RALPH  E.  TOWNSLEY,  Chairman 
DOROTHY  D.  CRAFT 
LEONARD  D.  AUSTIN 

Ashfield  School  Committee 
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Report  Of  SUPERINTENDENT 
OF  SCHOOLS 


To  the  School  Committee  and  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Ashfield: 

I  herewith  submit  my  sixth  annual  report  as  Superintendent  of 
Schools  in  Ashfield. 

School  Personnel 

With  the  opening  of  school  on  September  5th,  there  were  five 
teachers  new  to  the  system:  Mrs.  Inez  Metcalf,  of  Shelburne  Falls 
teacher  of  grade  3;  Mrs.  L.  Silver  Packard,  of  Goshen,  Grade  7; 
Mrs,  Marilyn  Sahlberg,  of  Shelburne  Falls,  Grade  8;  Miss  Carol 
Kenefick,  of  Norwood,  High  School  English  and  French;  and  Arthur 
L.  Perrone,  of  Norwich,  Connecticut,  Social  Studies  and  Coach.  On 
November  5,  Mr  Guarino  resigned  to  accept  a  position  in  Orleans, 
Massachusetts;  and  Mr.  Joseph  E,  Joyce,  Jr.,  of  South  Groveland, 
Massachusetts,  was  elected  principal. 

School  Plant 

In  general,  the  school  plant  is  in  good  condition.  During  the 
year,  a  partition  has  been  erected  in  the  second  floor  addition,  and 
one  classroom  has  been  finished  with  plastered  walls  and  a  ventilator. 
Although  permanent  fluorescent  lighting  has  not  been  installed  in 
this  room  as  yet,  the  incandescent  lights  now  available  will  meet  the 
needs  of  the  room  temporarily.  Since  the  remainder  of  the  second 
floor  addition  is  used  as  an  assembly  hall  and  music  room,  a  tile 
floor  in  this  section  is  an  immediate  necessity. 

As  a  result  of  the  closing  of  the  Agricultural  department,  one 
more  room  has  been  made  available  for  classes.  Since  this  is  a  large 
room  which  can  be  easily  divided  into  two  classrooms,  I  recommend 
that  this  room  be  divided  to  provide  an  adequate  room  for  com- 
mercial classes.  At  the  present  time,  the  commercial  room  is  being 
used  as  a  temporary  measure,  and  does  not  meet  the  requirements 
of  a  classroom  due  to  improper  ventilation  and  the  existence  of  only 
one  entrance  and  exit 

Through  the  generosity  of  recent  graduating  classes,  the  P.T.A., 
and  the  School  Committee,  new  curtains  have  been  installed  in  the 
auditorium-gymnasium  to  replace  those  which  have  been  in  use  since 
the  building  was  erected. 
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Tuition  Pupils 

At  the  present  time  we  have  ten  pupils  who  are  attending  the 
Ashfield  school  from  surrounding  towns  —  one  from  Conway,  one 
from  Buckland,  and  eight  from  Plainfield.  In  November,  when  it 
was  necessary  to  reduce  the  number  of  pupils  in  each  of  the  two 
four-grade  rooms  at  Plainfield,  the  school  committee  voted  to  accept 
the  7th  and  8th  grade  pupils  on  a  tuition  basis  at  Ashfield.  There  was 
no  initial  expense  involved  in  this  transfer  since  desks,  chairs,  and 
books  were  transferred  with  the  pupils  from  Plainfield.  In  return 
for  accepting  these  tuition  pupils  from  the  neighboring  communities, 
the  Town  of  Ashfield  will  receive  an  annual  income  of  $2680.60  as 
tuition  and  transportation. 

Co-Curricular  Activities 

The  music  program  continues  under  the  supervision  of  Mrs. 
Janet  Wetterwald,  who  meets  with  the  pupils  for  classroom  instruc- 
tion one  day  each  week  During  the  past  year,  music  programs 
have  been  presented  at  Memorial  Day  and  Christmas,  and  the  high 
school  chorus  has  participated  in  the  annual  Western  Massachusetts 
Music  Festival. 

In  the  art  program,  with  Mrs.  Mary  Hitchcock  as  supervisor, 
work  has  been  done  in  design  lettering,  drawing,  color,  and  construc- 
tion. Posters  were  entered  in  the  annual  S.P.C.A.  contest  and  also 
in  the  poppy  poster  contest.  Lack  of  time  and  crowded  conditions  in 
some  of  the  classrooms  rather  curtails  the  projects  that  might  be 
carried  out  with  the  available  talent. 

According  to  Mr.  Arch  Swift,  instructor  in  instrumental  music, 
"the  interest  and  cooperation  of  the  students  is  very  good.  However^ 
if  there  were  more  effort  on  the  part  of  the  students  to  do  more  in- 
dividual practice,  supervised  at  home,  a  big  improvement  would  be 
noted  in  both  band  and  orchestra.  The  instrumental  program  con- 
tains both  classical  and  popular  music  which  helps  to  stimulate 
interest  and  a  better  sense  of  appreciation  of  various  kinds  of  music. 
Nearly  all  of  the  pieces  played  by  the  band  and  orchestra  are  special 
arrangements  written  to  suit  our  instrumentation  and  abilities.  All 
of  last  year's  public  appearances  were  successful  and  well  received, 
and  a  very  good  report  resulted  from  the  auditions  at  the  Western 
Massachusetts  Music  Festival." 

The  Home  Economics  program  with  Mrs.  Milton  Rice  as  in- 
structor, is  limited  this  year  to  one  period  per  pupil  per  day.  This 
limited  time  is  necessitated  by  the  desire,  on  the  part  of  the  students, 
to  elect  other  subjects  which,  with  our  limited  facilities,  would  con- 
flict with  a  longer  Home  Economics  period.  Units  covered  in  the 
department  are:  Food  Preservation,  Meat,  Consumer  Education  and 
Buying,  Clothing,  Personality  Improvement,  Good  Grooming,  Child 
Care,  and  Room  Improvement. 
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Financial 

The  estimated  budget  for  operating-  the  schools  for  the  next 
year  is  $69,750.00  This  represents  an  increase  of  $5105.00  over  the 
1956  school  budget.  Of  the  increase,  the  sum  of  $3670.00  was  made 
necessary  to  comply  with  the  State's  new  minimum  salary  law  which 
provides  for  a  minimum  salary  of  $3000  for  all  teachers.  An  addi- 
tional Increase  of  $1850  is  included  in  the  salary  account  to  meet 
'the  annual  increments  for  teachers  as  provided  for  under  the  new 
salary  schedule  adopted  by  the  school  committee  and  effective  in 
September,  1957.  Under  this  schedule,  the  school  committee  has  es- 
tablished a  minimum  salary  of  $3200.00,  for  teachers  with  a  Bache- 
lor's degree  and  $3400.00  for  teachers  with  a  Master's  degree,  and 
annual  increments  of  $150  until  the  maximums  of  $4100  and  $4300 
for  the  respective  degrees  are  reached.  The  increasing  shortage  of 
teachers,  and  a  desire  to  retain  the  competent  teachers  whom  we 
now  have  in  our  employ,  has  made  the  adoption  of  this  salary  sched- 
ule a  necessity.  Until  the  supply  of  available  teachers  equals  and 
surpasses  the  increasing  demand  for  teachers  throughout  the  state 
and  nation,  we  will  have  to  anticipate  a  continuous  rise  in  teachers 
salaries  if  we  are  to  secure  and  retain  competent  teachers  here  in 
Ashfield.  Because  the  cost  of  educational  materials  has  risen,  it 
has  been  necessary  to  increase  other  items  in  our  school  budget,  but 
the  added  increase  plus  $415  00  of  the  salary  increase  is  offset  by 
the  elimination  of  the  sum  of  $4180.00  in  the  vocational  agricultural 
account  of  last  year. 

Conclusion 

It  is  with  a  feeling  of  satisfaction  that  this  report  on  the  Ash- 
field School  is  written,  for  I  feel  we  have  in  Ashfield  an  adequate 
building  with  materials,  equipment,  and  teaching  staff  which  are 
making  possible  a  good  education  for  each  child  enrolled  in  the  school. 
Credit  for  the  accomplishments  in  the  field  of  education  locally  is 
due  to  the  school  committee  whose  foresight  and  understanding  of 
education  provides  a  basis  for  meeting  and  solving  school  problems, 
to  the  townspeople  whose  desire  for  adequate  educational  facilities  is 
shown  in  their  support  of  the  school  committee  and  its  policies,  and 
to  the  staff  who  recognize  and  meet  daily  the  needs  of  the  individual 
students.   To  all,  I  express  my  appreciation  and  thanks. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  WARREN  GARDNER, 
Superintendent 


62 


CO  to 
05  OS 


(M  CD 
LO  lO 
Oi  05 


CO  CO 

Oi  as 


CD  lO  LO 
LO  LO  lO 
05       05  05 


CD  C» 
LO 

Oi  05 


73  73 


<1  M 


03 
U 

> 

'S 

o 
■+J 

o 
pq 

0) 
&D 
(1> 

"o 
O 

o 


'o 


bo 


<s3 
.2 


pq 


as 

O  &X) 

'3 

o 


a 

-4-> 

CO 

S3 
O 

be 


cj  o 


bo 

'o 


c3 
bo 

pq 


OS 

I  I 

=3  o3 


a 

o 

O    O  <^ 


bJO 


bo 


ati 

CO 

LO 

and 

and 

00 

lO 

m 

m 

CO 

(M 

0) 

<D 

<D 

0 

O 

73 

T3 

03 

C3 

03 

03 

03 

?^ 

5-) 

?~t 

o 

o 

O 

O 

O 

O 

pa 

ft 


CO 

l>5 


B 


o    g  h-l 


63 


Report  Of  The 

High  School  Principal 


Mr.  C.  Warren  Gardner 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Ashfield,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Mr.  Gardner: 

I  hereby  submit  my  first  report  as  principal  of  Sanderson  Acad- 


emy. 


Enrollment  — October  1,  1956 


GRADE  BOYS 

TOT  AT. 

1 

13 

2 

15 

2 

12 

7 

19 

3 

10 

12 

22 

4 

8 

10 

18 

5 

7 

8 

15 

6 

9 

7 

16 

7 

9 

12 

21 

8 

9 

17 

26 

9 

12 

8 

20 

10 

11 

2 

13 

11 

3 

7 

10 

12 

7 

3 

10 

Ashfield  Total  Enrollment 

110 

95 

205 

Tuition  pupils  at  Smith 

School,  Northampton 

4 

0 

4 

Tuition  pupils  at 

Frontier  Regional  School 

2 

0 

2 

Total  Public  School 

Enrollment 

116 

95 

211 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  total  public  school  enrollment  for 
this  year  is  exactly  the  same  as  last  year  and  one  under  the  figure  for 
1954.  The  above  figures,  however,  do  not  include  the  four  students 
in  grade  seven  and  four  other  students  in  grade  eight  who  are 
tuitioned  here  from  Plainfield,  since  they  came  here  after  October 
1,  1956. 
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A  trend  of  larger  high  school  classes  is  now  noticeable.  For 
example,  in  1953  the  high  school  (grades  nine  through  twelve)  had 
forty-six  members;  in  1954  there  were  forty-nine  members;  in  1955, 
fifty-tvv'o  members  and  this  year  we  have  jumped  to  fifty-three  pupils. 
Next  year  we  will  find  that  the  high  school  enrollment  will  jump  to 
seventy-three  students  due  to  the  graduation  of  a  small  class  this 
June  (ten  pupils)  and  a  large  Freshman  Class  entering  in  September, 
consisting  of  thirty  pupils. 

Secondary  Curriculum 

There  was  one  major  change  in  the  secondary  curriculum  this 
year,  namely  the  dropping  of  the  courses  offered  in  the  Vocational 
Agricultural  Program.  The  reason  for  this  action  v/as  the  lack  of 
interest  of  the  members  cf  the  student  body  in  selecting  this  type  of 
work.  Courses  in  this  field  are  available,  however,  to  Ashfield  stu- 
dents at  the  Frontier  Regional  School  and  at  present  two  boys  from 
Ashfield  are  enrolled  there. 

The  curriculum  continues  to  provide  the  basic  courses  for  the 
college,  commercial  and  general  courses. 

Co-Curricular  Activities 

In  acknowledgement  of  the  fact  that  the  school  should  provide 
the  means  of  making  our  students  well  adjusted  members  of  society, 
the  school  continues  to  have  many  worthwhile  activities  above  and 
beyond  the  realm  of  the  classroom. 

Besides  an  attractive  sports  and  physical  education  department 
which  features  basketball  and  baseball  for  the  boys  and  basketball 
and  Softball  for  the  girls,  the  school  also  offers  students  the  oppor- 
tunity to  engage  in  band,  orchestra,  chorus,  cheerleading  and  student 
council  activities. 

Faculty 

All  of  the  teachers  are  to  be  commended  for  their  devotion  to 
their  chosen  profession  and  for  the  number  of  hours  that  they  spend 
on  activities  outside  of  the  classroom.  The  time  cheerfully  given  by 
many  members  of  the  faculty  in  supervising  basketball  games,  coach- 
ing plays  and  assembly  programs,  directing  work  on  the  yearbook 
etc.,  is  indicative  of  the  type  of  teachers  that  are  now  engaged  at 
Sanderson  Academy. 

Professional  Improvement  By  Staff 

During  the  past  year  more  than  fifty  per  cent  of  the  staff  took 
courses  in  particular  phases  of  education,  which  is  but  another  indi- 
cation of  their  willingness  to  improve  themselves  and  their  methods. 
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Elementary  Library  Program 

The  resources  of  the  local  library  are  continually  being-  used  by 
the  students  of  Sanderson  Academy  during  the  day.  Frequent  trips 
are  made  to  the  library  under  the  supervision  of  the  teacher  or  a 
Student  Council  member. 

New  Equipment 

Due  to  the  generosity  of  previous  senior  classes,  the  P.T.A.  and 
the  School  Committee,  it  was  possible  for  the  school  to  be  provided 
with  a  new  set  of  curtains  for  the  stage. 

In  October  of  1956  the  school  purchased  a  Bogen  Record  Player 
and'  Public  Address  System,  a  Standard  Film  Strip  and  Slide  Pro- 
jector and  a  Standard  Film  Strip  Previewer. 

Community  Support 

Considering  the  fact  that,  at  the  time  this  report  was  written, 
I  had  been  principal  for  three  weeks,  I  am  rather  reluctant  to  com- 
mence written  acknowledgements  for  ser\aces  performed  for  the 
school  for  fear  that  I  would  leave  out  a  person  or  organization,  due 
to  my  lack  of  knowledge. 

However,  during  my  short  term  of  duty  here  I  have  had  dealings 
with  a  few  of  the  parents.  If  their  attitude  and  spirit  of  cooperation 
is  indicative  of  the  feelings  of  other  residents  of  the  Towti  of  Ash- 
field,  then  it  certainly  speaks  well  for  the  future  of  the  Academy. 

To  all  of  the  local  agencies,  organizations,  individual  students, 
parents  and  teachers,  to  the  School  Committee  and  to  you  Mr.  Gardner 
may  I  offer  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  aid  given  to  me  during  the  past 
months. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  E.  JOYCE,  JR.,  Principal 
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SCHOOL  NURSE'S  REPORT 


Mr.  C.  Warren  Gardner 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Ashfield,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Mr.  Gardner : 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  as  school  nurse  in  Ashfield. 

There  were  55  visits  paid  to  the  school  and  20  visits  to  the  homes 
of  sick  children. 

The  yearly  weighing,  measuring,  vision  and  audiometer  testing 
was  completed.  Any  defects  noted  were  referred  to  the  parents  for 
further  care.  Physical  examinations  were  carried  out  by  Dr.  Whittier. 

Patch  tests  were  given  to  the  children  in  grades  7  through  12. 
No  positive  reactions  were  noted. 

An  epidemic  of  German  measles  occurred  in  April  and  May. 
Other  communicable  diseases  were  not  too  prevalent. 

Two  doses  of  Salk  Vaccine  were  administered  to  one  hundred 
and  ninety  pre-school  and  school  children  under  fifteen  at  clinics 
held  in  school.  The  fifteen  to  nineteen  year  old  group  received  the 
vaccine  by  request  at  the  office  of  Dr.  Whittier.  It  was  gratifying 
to  have  the  parents  respond  so  well  to  the  privilege  of  immunization. 

Dental  clinics  were  held  by  Dr.  Glade  Hall  of  Florence. 

Immunization  against  diphtheria,  tetanus  and  whooping  cough 
was  given  by  the  school  physician. 

I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  Mr.  Gardner,  Mr.  Joyce, 
Mrs  Carter  and  the  teachers  and  parents  for  their  cooperation  in 
this,  my  beginning  year  of  service. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CAROL  L  SLUTER,  R.N. 
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SCHOOL  PHYSICIAN'S  REPORT 


Mr.  C.  Warren  Gardner 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Ashfield,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Mr.  Gardner: 

In  submitting  my  first  report  as  the  physician  to  the  school  in 
Ashfield,  I  wish  to  thank  the  superintendent,  principal,  teachers,  and 
the  entire  student  body  for  their  cooperation  in  the  school  health 
program. 

The  physical  examinations  have  been  completed,  and  the  booster 
inoculations  of  Tetanus,  Diphtheria,  and  Whooping  Cough  Toxoid  will 
"be  administered  to  the  needy  students  prior  to  the  end  of  the  current 
school  year. 

Salk  Polio  Vaccine  will  have  been  given  to  all  children  through 
age  19,  if  requested  by  parents,  in  the  form  of  two  injections. 

The  paucity  of  accidents  and  injuries  bears  mute  testimony  to 
the  quality  of  supervision  and  degree  of  cooperation  present  in  the 
Ashfield  School. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EUGENE  P.  WHITTIER,  M.D. 
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